
Beautify your Yard and Save Water, 
Money, and Time

Janet Hartin
UC Area Environmental Horticulturist



Sustainability

“meeting the needs of today’s population without diminishing 
the ability of future populations to meet their needs.” 



Sustainable Landscapes

• Incorporate plants suitable for 
climate/location

• Conserve water
• Nurture and protect soil
• Prevent/reduce pest problems
• Conserve energy/Reduce pollution
• Encourage wildlife



Sustainable Landscaping
Leaves a greener footprint for our children’s children





Can you Identify the Problems and 
Opportunities?







Repair Leaks, Low Heads, Broken Sprinklers, 
Unmatched Sprinklers And Pressure And Spacing 

Problems To Increase Distribution Uniformity



Water Needs Are Highest in the Summer
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Water Savings Potential in Professionally
Managed Landscapes Study

(
• Implementing ‘best practices’ improves plant 

health and saves more water than drought-
resistant plants between 1.3 million to 2.9 
million acre-feet of water annually



https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5335s6jghttps://doi.org/10.21273/HORTTECH04037-18



Lawn Watering Guide
(Inland Southern California)
https://ucanr.edu/files/47995.pdf



Practices that Conserve Water
and Keep Your Plants Healthy

• Water Trees and Lawns Separately 
– Trees Prefer Less Frequent Deeper Watering

Once Established
– If you Remove Turf, Remember to Water Trees! 

(a hose works well) 

• Keep Irrigation Systems Working Properly
• Hydrozone
• Mulch
• Irrigate in the Morning









Drip Irrigate Trees Outward To The 
Drip Line And Beyond



Water Your Plants Based on Your Soil Type

Soil Water Holding Capacity/Drainage



A ‘Jar Test’ Can Save You Water and 
$75-$100 on a Soil Test!



Or………..Use the ‘Feel’ Test

Dry

Medium

Wet



Preferred Rooting/Watering Depths:

Small Garden Plants/Groundcovers:  
6-9 inches

Shrubs:  9 inches - 1 foot
Trees:  1 foot or deeper



Plant Water Use

• Varies Among Species
• Influenced By Microclimate
• Varies By Density  



Water Needs of the Same Species Vary 
Depending on Microclimate  

• Landscape Plants in Heat Islands 
Require up to 50% More Water Than 
the  Same Species in a Park Setting

• Trees Cool Urban Heat Islands 20 
Degrees or More!





Low Density Planting



Hydrozone: Plant Species With Similar
Water Needs Together









What Else Can You Do Right Now
To Save Water Without Starting Over?

Mulch
– Apply 2-3” of mulch around garden plants 

and trees to hold water in and reduce soil 
evaporation.

– Keep it several inches away from tree trunks!
– Make sure to water beneath the mulch



Mulch Keeps Weeds Out And Water In
(wood chips, compost, rock/pebbles)



Keep Mulch Away From Trunks



Avoid Overfertilizing

• Too much nitrogen results in lush, weak 
new growth, and increases the need for 
even more water.

• Too much fertilizer can lead to 
pollution of waterways.



Ready to Plant Something New?



Select Plants Recommended 
For Your Sunset Zone



USDA Zone 9
(Not As Precise as Sunset Zones)



USDA Zones are Based on Low Temperatures)



Sunset Zones Are Smaller 
and More Accurate        

18/19: Inland San 
Bernardino County



Trees Need Space









Strong Performers to Date

(No irrigation since winter 2020 and below normal rainfall)



Island Oak
(Quercus tomentella)

• CA Native
• Sunset Zones 7 - 9, 14 - 17 

and 19 - 24
• Evergreen
• Grows 50’ x 40’
• Wide soil range
• Resistant to Verticillium
• Susceptible to Armillaria







Netleaf Hackberry
(Celtis reticulata)

• CA Native
• Deciduous
• Grows 35’ x 30’
• Attracts many species of 

birds
• Inconspicuous flowers







‘Maverick’ Mesquite
Prosopis glandulosa • Native to 

Southwestern 
United States

• Thornless
• Drought/heat/cold 

tolerant
• Deciduous
• Grows to 35’ x 35’ 
• Small yellow flowers 

in spring/summer
• Large pods





Pistacia ‘Red Push’





Other Good Choices are Acacia (Acacia spp.) 
and Thornless Honey Locust 

(Gleditsia triacanthos 'Sunburst‘)



Western Redbud (Cercis occidentalis)
and Golden Rain Tree (Koelreuteria paniculata

are Good Choices Under Power Lines



Thornless Palo Verde (Cercidium hybrid 'Desert 
Museum‘) and Crape Myrtle

(Lagerstroemia indica ‘Seminole’)



Chilopsis linearis
Art’s Seedless Desert Willow™

• Low water use
• Pink flowers in summer
• 25 ft high x 25 ft wide
• Podless



http://www.cal-ipc.org/paf/

Avoid Invasives





Very Invasive!

Scotch Broom (Cytisus scoparius)



Alternative to Scotch Broom:
Cleveland Sage (Salvia clevelandii)



Plant to Avoid:
Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana)



Alternative to Pampas Grass:
Deer Grass (Muhlenbergia rigens)



Plant to Avoid:
Green Fountain Grass 

(Pennisetum setaceum)



Alternative to Green Fountain Grass:
Oriental Fountain Grass 
(Pennisetum orientale)



Plant to Avoid:
Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima)

• Also known as stinking 
sumac, Chinese sumac, 
varnish,  tree and stinktree

• Withstands harsh urban 
environments better than 
most plants and was used as 
a street tree in many cities.



Lots of 
alternatives to 

this tree



Searchable Websites to find the Right Plant

- Inland Valley Plant Finder: https://inlandvalleygardenplanner.org/

- Cal Poly, Pomona: https://selectree.calpoly.edu 

- California Native Plant Society: 
http://www.cnps.org/cnps/grownative/lists.php

- WUCOLS IV (Water Use Classification of Landscape Species):  
http://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS













































Drought Resistant Plants for Small Spaces:  
Side Yards, Condos, Public Areas (HOAs)



‘Beyond Blue’ Fescue
(Festuca glauca)

• Intense, powder blue foliage year-round 
• Evergreen or deciduous evergreen 
• USDA zones: hardy to -30°F USDA zones 4 
• Sunset zones: 1-24 
• Special features: drought resistant, low maintenance, deer 

resistant 
• Landscape uses: border, container, slope, groundcover 





‘Clarity Blue’ Dianella
(Dianella hybrid)

• Exposure full coastal sun to part shade inland
• USDA Zones Hardy to 10 
• Sunset Zones 4-7 (with protection), 8-9, 14-24 
• Drought resistant, low maintenance, deer resistant
• Dimension 24-30" H x 18-24" W 
• Growth rate slow to moderate 
• Plant type evergreen 
• Water low water needs 



‘Lemon Lime’ Nandina
(Nandina domestica Alba)

• Bright lime green new foliage 
• Evergreen 
• USDA zones: 6-9 (hardy to -10°F) 
• Sunset zones: 3 (with protection), -33 
• Special features: drought resistant, compact habit, deer resistant
• Landscape use: border, container, slope, firescaping/fire wise, 

hedge, mass planting 



Hesperaloe parviflora
'Perpa' Brakelights

• Size: 2 feet x 2 feet
• Flower color: bright red
• Flower season: Sept - June
• Growth rate: slow
• Exposure: full sun



Hesperaloe spp. ‘Pink Parade’

• Size: 3-4 ft x 3-4 ft
• Pink flowers
• Flowers spring to fall
• Full sun, reflected heat
• Slow to moderate



Tecoma hybrid Crimson Flare®

• Red flowers from spring - fall
• Attracts hummingbirds
• Rapid growth rate
• Size: 6-8 feet x 6-8 feet



Tecoma Hybrid Solar Flare®

• Bright yellow/orange flowers spring - fall
• Drought resistant
• Sunset zones:12-13, 16, 18-24; USDA 8
• Attracts hummingbirds
• Rapid growth rate
• Size (h x w) 6-8 feet x 6-8 feet



Little Miss Sunshine Cistus (Rockrose)
(Cistus Corbariensis hybrid)

• Feature/white flowers in spring; year-round colorful foliage 
• Evergreen or deciduous evergreen 
• USDA zones hardy to 20°F USDA zones 9-11 
• Sunset zones 5-9, 14-24, 26, 28, 31 
• Special features deer resistant, disease / pest resistance, easy care, 

water-wise 
• Landscape use border, container, slope, rock gardens, groundcover 



Chef’s Choice® Rosemary
(Rosemary officinales)

• Violet blue flowers in spring 
• Evergreen or deciduous evergreen 
• USDA zones: hardy to -10°F USDA zones 6-11 
• Sunset zones: 4-24 
• Drought resistant, aromatic, deer resistant, food seasoning 
• Use as landscape plant, border, container, or mass planting 



Purple Pixie® Weeping Loropetalum

• Profuse pink flowers in spring 
• Evergreen or deciduous evergreen 
• USDA zones hardy to 0°F USDA zones 7-11 
• Sunset zones 4-5 (with protection); 6-9; 14-24 
• Drought resistant, low maintenance, compact,

pest resistance, easy care 
• Use as border, container, slope, or groundcover 



‘Little Kiss’ Salvia
(Salvia microphylla)

• Feature/red and white bi-color blooms spring to fall 
• Evergreen or deciduous evergreen 
• USDA zones hardy to -10°F zones 8-10 
• Sunset zones 5, 7-24 
• Drought resistant, attracts pollinators, clumping habit,  heat tolerant 
• Use as an accent plant, border, container, or in mass planting 



‘Black And Bloom’ Salvia
(Salvia guaranitica)

• Dark blue flowers mid-spring to mid-fall 
• Evergreen or deciduous evergreen 
• USDA zones hardy to 10°F USDA zones 8-10 
• Sunset zones 4-7 (with protection), 8-24 
• Drought resistant, low maintenance, attracts pollinators, deer 

resistant
• Use as a landscape or container plant 



‘Love And Wishes’ Salvia
(Salvia spp.)

• Dark purple flowers in fall
• Evergreen or deciduous herbaceous 
• USDA zones hardy to 25 
• Sunset zones 16-24; annual in cooler areas
• Drought resistant and heat tolerant 
• Attracts pollinators 
• Use as a landscape or container plant



Orange Rocket Berberis
(Berberis thunbergii 'Orange Rocket')

• Deciduous 
• USDA zones hardy to -20°F USDA zones 5-9 
• Sunset zones 2B, 3-24 
• Drought resistant, low maintenance, heat tolerant
• Beautiful foliage
• Use as a landscape, border, container, slope, or rock garden plant 



Leucophyllum frutescens 
Texas Ranger



Leucophyllum zygophyllum
Cimarron™ and Rio Bravo™ 

• Low water use
• Evergreen
• Small/compact shrubs
• Purple flowers summer -

fall  



Eremophila 
maculata Valentine ™

• Low water use
• Evergreen
• Red flowers early spring
• 4-5 ft high x 4-5  ft wide



Eremophila
var. Summertime Blue ™ 

• Low water use
• Evergreen
• Blue flowers in fall
• 6 ft tall x 10 ft wide
• Does well in heavy soils



Achillea (Yarrow)

• 6 in. – 4 ft. tall 
• Up to 2 ft wide
• Evergreen
• Low water use and low fire hazard
• White, yellow or pink flowers



Penstemon heterophyllus
Foothill Penstemon

• 1-1/2 ft tall x 2 ft wide
• Hardy to 5,500 ft 
• Deciduous
• Low water use
• Low fire hazard



Arctostaphylos spp.
‘Emerald Carpet’ Manzanita

• 7- 9 in tall x 5-6 ft wide
• Low water use
• Low fire hazard
• Evergreen



Atriplex canescens
Four Wing Saltbush

• Hardy to 7,500 ft
• 3-4 ft tall x 6-8 ft wide
• Evergreen
• Very low water use
• Low fire hazard
• Prune or leave natural



UC Ag/Natural Resources Free 
Downloadable Publications:

https: anrcatalog.ucanr.edu

• Sustainable Landscaping in California
• Keeping Plants Alive Under Drought And Water 

Restrictions
• Lawn Watering Guide For California
• Use Of Graywater In CA Landscapes



Thank you for Helping Make the Future Brighter
for our Children’s Children



Contact a UCCE Master Gardener for More Help With 
Your Gardening Questions

(Workshop Calendar://mgsb.ucanr.edu)

E-mail your gardening/landscaping questions: 
mgsanbern@ucanr.edu
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