
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2:00 pm Tuesday, November 5, 2024 

In Person: 
380 East Vanderbilt Way 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

Online via Zoom: 

https://sbvmwd.zoom.us/j/684456030 

Meeting ID: 684 456 030 

PASSCODE: 3802020 

By Telephone: 

Dial-in Info: (877) 853 5247 US Toll-free 

Meeting ID: 684 456 030 

PASSCODE: 3802020 

If you are unable to participate online or by telephone, you may also submit your 
comments and questions in writing for the District’s consideration by sending 
them to comments@sbvmwd.com with the subject line “Public Comment Item 
#” (insert the agenda item number relevant to your comment) or “Public 
Comment Non-Agenda Item”. Submit your written comments by 6:00 p.m. on 
Monday, November 4, 2024. All public comments will be provided to the Board 
President and may be read into the record or compiled as part of the record. 

IMPORTANT PRIVACY NOTE: Online participants MUST log in with a Zoom account. 
The Zoom app is a free download. Please keep in mind: (1) This is a public meeting; as 
such, the virtual meeting information is published on the World Wide Web and available 
to everyone. (2) Should you participate remotely via telephone, your telephone number 
will be your “identifier” during the meeting and available to all meeting participants; 
there is no way to protect your privacy if you elect to call in to the meeting. 

mailto:comments@sbvmwd.com


AGENDA

1) PUBLIC COMMENT

2) CONSENT CALENDAR

2.1

2.2

3) DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS

3.1

3.2

3.3 Consider Proposed ACWA Bylaw Amendments and Select Voting Representative/Alternate

SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
380 E. Vanderbilt Way, San Bernardino, CA 92408

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2:00 PM Tuesday, November 5, 2024

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL

Members of the public may address the Board regarding any item within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the Board; however, no action may be taken on off-agenda items except as
authorized by law. Each speaker is limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes.

 
Approve Minutes of the Board of Directors' Workshop - Board Handbook - October 2, 2024 (2 min) - 
Page 3
Staff Recommendation - Approve Minutes of the Board of Directors' Workshop - Board Handbook 
10022024
Approve Minutes of the Regular Board of Directors' Meeting - October 15, 2024 (2 min) - Page 9 
Staff Recommendation - Approve Minutes of the Regular Board of Directors' Meeting 10152024

 
Consider 2025 Annual Facility Maintenance and Repair Program (20 min) - Page 17
Staff Memo - Consider 2025 Annual Facility Maintenance and Repair Program

Approve Clarifying Language in Employee Handbook - Value of Employer Paid Member 
Contributions (EPMC) for CalPERS Tier 1 Retirement (5 min) - Page 20
Staff Memo - Approve Clarifying Language in Employee Handbook - Value of Employer Paid 
Member Contributions (EPMC) for CalPERS Tier 1 Retirement
Resolution 824
Employee Handbook, Retirement Section

to Cast the Agency's Ballot (5 min) - Page 24
Staff Memo - Consider Proposed ACWA Bylaw Amendments and Select Voting 
Representative/Alternate to Cast the Agency's Ballot
ACWA Notification Memo
Proposed ACWA Bylaws
Proposed ACWA Bylaws (redline)
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2940237/Dyer_JM_AT_BOD_Minutes_Workshop_-_Handbook_10022024.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2950481/Dyer_JM_AT_SBVMWD_BOD_Minutes_10152024.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2948650/Staff_Memo_-_Consider_2025_Annual_Facility_Maintenance_and_Repair_Program.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2948728/Staff_Memo_-_Approve_Clarifying_Language_in_Employee_Handbook___Value_of_Employer_Paid_Member_Contributions__EPMC__for_CalPERS_Tier_1_Retirement.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2945571/Resolution_824_Est._EPMC_Eff_Jan_1_1995.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2945572/Employee_Handbook__Retirement_Section.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2950398/Dyer_Staff_Memo_Select_the_District_s_ACWA_Voting_Representative_to_Cast_the_District_s_Ballot_for_the_ACWA_Election_.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947751/ACWA-MM_Notification_Memo_Fall_2024_final.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947749/2022-11-30_ACWA_Bylaws_GSMM_2024-09-20_clean.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947750/2022-11-30_ACWA_Bylaws_GSMM_2024-09-20_redline.pdf


3.4

3.5

4) REPORTS (Discussion and Possible Action)

4.1 State Water Project Report

4.2 Directors' Report of Activities and Travel Requests in accordance with Resolution 1100

4.3 General Counsel Report

4.4 Ad-Hoc and Standing Committee Reports

4.5 SAWPA Meeting Report

5) FUTURE BUSINESS

6) ANNOUNCEMENTS

6.1

7) CLOSED SESSION

7.1 Conference with real property negotiators Properties: APN 0302-071-06 and APN 0302-
091-19. Agency negotiator: Heather Dyer, Negotiating parties: Charles Vahovick and
Kathleen Collins. Under negotiation: price and terms of payment

8) ADJOURNMENT

Authorized Voting Representative Form

Consider Proposed CSDA Bylaw Amendments (5 min) - Page 70
Staff Memo - Consider Proposed CSDA Bylaw Amendments Proposed CSDA Bylaws 
(redline)

Board Vacancy Due to the Passing of Vice President June Hayes (10 min) - Page 100
Staff Memo - Board Vacancy Due to the Passing of Vice President June Hayes

 

 

 
List of Announcements  (2 min) - Page 101
List of Announcements
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947747/GS24_Authorized_Voting_Rep_Form.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2950428/Dyer_Staff_Memo_Consider_CSDA_Bylaws_Amendments.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2948162/6a2-csda-bylaws-2024-updates-v4-final-draft-tracked-changes-ae53.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2948920/Staff_Memo_-_Board_Vacancy_Due_to_the_Passing_of_Vice_President_June_Hayes.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2950448/Dyer_List_of_Announcements_110524.pdf
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MINUTES
OF

THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS WORKSHOP

SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

October 3, 2024

Directors Present: Gil J. Botello, T. Milford Harrison, June Hayes, Susan Longville and 
Paul R. Kielhold.

Directors Absent. None

Staff Present:
Heather Dyer – Chief Executive Officer/General Manager 
Wen B. Huang, PE, MS – Assistant General Manager/Chief Operating Officer
Jose Macedo, ML, CPT-P (USA Retired) – Chief of Staff/Clerk of the Board
Cindy Saks, CPA – Chief Financial Officer/Deputy General Manager

Anthony Flordelis – Business Systems Analyst
Kelly Malloy, MPA – Strategic Communications Manager
Karen Resendez, MAOL – Human Resources & Risk Manager

Members of the Public in Attendance:
Brett Granlund, Yucaipa Valley Water District
Joyce McIntire, Yucaipa Valley Water District
Kathryn Rippy, Energize Leadership

The Workshop of the Board of Directors was called to order by President Paul Kielhold at 
9:30 a.m. at the Yucaipa Valley Golf Club, 33725 Chapman Heights Road, Yucaipa, 
California. President Kielhold led the Pledge of Allegiance. A quorum was noted present
by roll call.

Agenda Item 1. Public Comment. None.

Agenda Item 2. Discussion And Possible Action Items.

2.1) Board of Directors Handbook Discussion. Chief Executive Officer/General 
Manager Heather Dyer provided background on the handbook development and revision 
process. She noted the handbook was adopted in 2017 and most recently revised in 2018. 
Ms. Dyer reviewed the feedback and direction given at a workshop on September 26, 
2023, and noted progress has been steadily made toward final revisions. She said she 
hoped for Handbook completion by the end of the calendar year. 

3



2

Formatting changes
Ms. Dyer reviewed the non-substantive formatting changes. The Board discussed the 
proposed inclusion of all District resolutions and ordinances and concurred that a table 
with hyperlink would be sufficient to handle that information. 

High level topics 
Ms. Dyer requested clear Board direction on the remaining items. Staff has summarized 
the feedback received from directors over the last year into specific topics, she stated.

Ms. Kat Rippy facilitated Board discussion starting with an encouraging talk and 
enumeration of the value of the directors and their most important contributions on the 
Board, and what legacy is intended to be left. Responses centered on commitment, public 
service, assuring quality water supply, representation and education of constituents, 
decision-making, modernization, sharing wisdom, engagement, commitment to the next 
generation, and remedying issues at the agency. 

 Selection / Rotation of Officers
The Board discussed a policy or statement of intention regarding rotation of officers 
or election every two years as is current practice. All agreed there should be 
opportunities for service in leadership positions. The current draft document, in 
Chapter 4: Governance, states:

When opportunities to serve in various roles arise, the Board of Directors 
will make attempts to provide opportunities for all Directors to serve in 
various positions as practicable and in the best interests of the Agency.

It was agreed to retain this statement.

Ms. Rippy noted requests to clarify each role and opportunities to serve, outside of the 
Handbook. 

 Role of President

President Kielhold pointed out inconsistency in designation of the Board President or 
the General Manager as spokesperson. The Board concluded the President should 
collaborate with Strategic Communications Manager Kelly Malloy, and may choose to 
designate another Board member to provide a quote in their area of knowledge or 
expertise. Chapter 4, Governance: Section 10 was amended to include a designee
and issues:

The President, or their designee, is the designated spokesperson for the 
Board of Directors when requests are made from external sources. The 
President may elect to appoint one of the other Board members to serve in 
this capacity on various issues, as appropriate.
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It will be within the purview of the Board President to decide who would be the most 
appropriate person to make a statement, Ms. Dyer clarified. All directors will be given 
opportunities for District functions, and this is one of those functions. 

 Roles/Responsibilities of Board Committees: Assignments; Primary 
Representative

The Board discussed Governance: Section 4.3: Committees and gave direction:

o Improve communication of opportunities for participation 
o List of committees should be an appendix, not in the Handbook
o The appendix should include a short summary plus detail on the 

expectations of the committee including travel and frequency of meetings, 
and identification of the convening authority, person, or agency

o Delete the Legislative Statement
o Staff shall prepare a short summary of each committee meeting for 

presentation to the Board at the next meeting

 Workshops
The Board discussed the nature and format of the current workshop meetings, and 
opportunities to serve as chair. Consensus was that workshops serve as a more 
casual/conversational format meeting of all five directors for in-depth discussion of 
more lengthy/detailed topics. It was suggested the chairperson appointed to a 
workshop should be a Board member not currently serving as an officer, which meets
the stated aspiration of providing more leadership opportunities. 

 Process for Assignment to Committees
Ms. Rippy pointed to Governance Section 4.2 and introduced the discussion. The 
Board directed staff to provide the Table of Committees to the Board members at the 
December meeting following the seating of directors. Directors will indicate their top 
five preferences for service and return the document in order for appointments to be 
made at the second meeting in January. 

Ms. Dyer explained the exception of the election of representatives to the Santa Ana 
River Watershed Authority (SAWPA), which is submitted by resolution and must be 
done earlier. At the first Board meeting in January, Board officers would be elected, 
and the incoming president would hold the election for the SAWPA representatives, 
which would then be communicated to SAWPA.

Ms. Dyer pointed out that although most committees are appointed for two-year terms, 
some are designated as one year, which may not be enough time to gain knowledge 
of the committee subject. The Board agreed that two-year term appointments could 
be made as the standard. 

 Primary Representative
Ms. Rippy recalled the prior discussion on the spokesperson. Ms. Dyer pointed to 
Section 5.3.4 requiring Board authorization for representation to outside agencies. 
She indicated this is not currently being practiced and reminded that Board members 
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must clearly define their representation when speaking to outside groups, and 
suggested that for ceremonial or informational purposes authorization would not be 
necessary. Advance authorization would be required regarding matters of policy. 

 Board Meeting Protocol
President Kielhold stated that legal counsel advised the president does not have to 
preside over any meetings, and the Board is free to establish any protocol desired. 

Ms. Rippy introduced potential discussion items, and the Board responded there were 
no issues or problems. 

Suggested for addition to the handbook were:
 A quick reference page on Robert’s Rules of Order
 Advisement for new Board members on how to prepare for a meeting, including 

reading the staff reports and backup information, and that questions can be asked 
of staff prior to the meeting

The following best practices were discussed, but were not intended to be included in the 
handbook:

 Information on agenda items that are more intricate/complicated should be 
supplied to the Board with more time than the Brown Act required 72 hours in 
advance of the meeting

 Complex items may be tabled or continued to a special meeting
 Ms. Dyer requested the Board advise staff if additional time or information is 

needed

Ms. Rippy encouraged the Board to schedule additional discussion on complex items, 
noting this was difficult to do in formal settings. President Kielhold reminded about legal 
counsel’s narrow interpretation of the Brown Act and suggested a workshop on the topic.
Ms. Dyer reinforced that robust public discussion is how the system is intended to work; 
bringing different perspectives to the conversation, and landing on good, defensible 
decisions. It shows the Board has strength of character and leadership. 

 Director Benefits
On the table of benefits, eliminate the reference to benefits for those elected before 
2011, as none of the current directors were elected prior to 2014. 

 Additional Policies to consider: none suggested

 Other recommendations
o Director Harrison recommended scheduling a periodic tour for Board 

members of areas in which the District has projects. 
o President Kielhold noted when sitting at the dais, it is difficult to see the 

other directors and it is acceptable to make a verbal request to speak, 
“through the chair.” 
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Public Comment
Yucaipa Valley Water District Director Granlund commented on the effectiveness of in-
person, public meetings. 

Closing activity
Ms. Rippy asked each Board member to reflect on their proudest moment as a member 
of the Board, and to what they are most looking forward. 

Director Harrison said his proudest moment was voting in favor of hiring CEO/General 
Manager Heather Dyer. He is most looking forward to developing 1,600 acres and 
building a new headquarters. 

Director Hayes concurred. 

President Kielhold concurred with the selection of the CEO/GM, and said he was proud 
of how the District operates, and proud of the purchase of the Sunrise Ranch property
and Southern California Edison properties. He expressed gratitude to previous boards for 
building the financial reserves to be able to take advantage of those windfalls. He said he 
looks forward to finishing the Habitat Conservation Plan. 

Director Botello said his proudest moment was when he first chaired the 
Policy/Administration Workshop. He said he looks forward to the future of the fellows 
program with Cal State San Bernardino. 

Director Longville said she was proud of the planning efforts: Strategic Plan, Climate 
Adaptation Plan, Headwaters plan, and new collaborations. She said she looks forward 
to “all of it.”

Ms. Dyer stated she is most proud of the courage shown by the people of this agency in 
solving some hard challenges and taking on big initiatives, and of the cultural shift at staff 
level in teamwork and integration, with commitment to serving the Board, the agency, and 
the people. She said she is most looking forward to getting hard things done that have 
never been done before, such as the cost of service study. 

Agenda Item 3. Future Business: None added.

Agenda Item 5. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned by President Kielhold at 2:42 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,

Lynda J. Kerney
Contract Assistant

APPROVAL CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify to approval of the foregoing Minutes of 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District.

__________________________________________________

Secretary

Date _____________________________________________
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MINUTES
OF

THE
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

October 15, 2024

Directors Present: Gil J. Botello, T. Milford Harrison, June Hayes, and Susan Longville

Directors Absent: Paul R. Kielhold 

Staff Present:

Heather Dyer, MS, MBA – Chief Executive Officer/General Manager
Joanna Gibson, MS – Executive Director Upper SAR Habitat Conservation Program
Wen B. Huang, PE, MS – Chief Operating Officer/Assistant General Manager 
Jose Macedo, ML, CPT-P (USA Retired) – Chief of Staff/Clerk of the Board
Cindy Saks, CPA – Chief Financial Officer/Deputy General Manager
Greg Woodside, MS, P.G., C.Hg. – Chief of Planning and Watershed Resilience

Stephanie Chesin – Senior Strategic Communications Specialist
Anthony Flordelis – Business Systems Analyst
Greg Herzog, BS Geology – Principal Water Resources Analyst
Kelly Malloy, MPA – Strategic Communications Manager
Adekunle Ojo, MPA – Manager of Integrative Planning 
Matthew Olivo – Senior Accountant
Kai Palenscar, Ph.D. – Environmental Compliance and Permitting Program Manager
Sayer Pinto, MBA – Principal Water Resources Analyst
Karen Resendez, MAOL – Human Resources & Risk Manager
Andreea Tanase, MPA – Administrative Analyst I

Brad Neufeld, Varner & Brandt, District Legal Counsel

Members of the Public in Attendance:
John Longville, San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
Hillary Jenkins, San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
Mark Falcone, San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
Melody McDonald, San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
Jennifer Ares, Yucaipa Valley Water District
Matt Porras, Yucaipa Valley Water District
Joseph Zoba, Yucaipa Valley Water District
Larry Smith, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
Kevin Walton, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
John Harris, City of Redlands

9



8028

Myra Sanchez, City of Redlands Water Conservation
Meredith Nikkel, Downey Brand
Nico Chapman, Downey Brand
Ben Kelly, Western Heights Mutual Water Company
Charles Vahovick

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order by Vice President Hayes
at 2:00 p.m. Director Botello led the Pledge of Allegiance. A quorum was noted present 
by roll call. 

Agenda Item 1. Public Comment

Myra Sanchez, City of Redlands Water Conservation, apologized for the agency’s 
absence during the ceremonial presentation at the September 17, 2024 meeting and 
thanked SBV for the Demand Management check and recognition of the efforts in saving 
water. 

Agenda Item 2. Consent Calendar.

2.1) Approve Minutes of the Regular Board of Directors Meeting - October 1, 2024

2.2) Approve Minutes of the Approve Minutes of the Board of Directors Workshop 
- Policy/Administration - October 3, 2024

The Board of Directors approved the meeting minutes on the Consent 
Calendar by the following roll-call vote:

MOVED: Longville SECONDED: Botello APPROVED: 4-0
AYES: Botello, Hayes, Harrison, Longville
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Kielhold

Agenda Item 3. Discussion and Possible Action Items.

3.1) Consider Consulting Services Agreement with Scheevel Engineering and 
Authorize CEO/General Manager's Budgetary Authority for Phase 1 of the Anza 
Creek & Hidden Valley Creek Restoration Projects. Upper SAR HCP Executive 
Director Joanna Gibson advised this is a critical path to meet a deadline for the $4 million 
Proposition 84 grant on July 31, 2025. The work also serves projects under two grants 
from the US Bureau of Reclamation. The project proposes habitat enhancement work at 
tributaries to the Santa Ana River to create new habitat for the Santa Ana sucker and 
other species. The work will meet mitigation requirements for infrastructure projects 
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proposed in incidental take permits under review by the US Fish & Wildlife Service and
permits already issued or soon to be issued for base flow reduction and stormwater 
capture projects. 

Ms. Gibson described impacts to habitat and advised the projects will compensate for the 
loss by creating new habitat or enhancing existing habitat in tributaries. The projects are 
required to achieve permit compliance for the Sterling Natural Resources Center and 
projects with the cities of Riverside and San Bernardino, and stormwater capture projects.

Ms. Gibson detailed the project components and two-phase project delivery timeline
related to the expiring Santa Ana River Conservation and Conjunctive Use Program 
(SARCUUP) Prop. 84 grant. The benefits include reductions in cost, schedule, final 
project performance, and meeting of the grant deadline. She noted that District staff would 
be performing much of the work and gaining experience under the guidance of Scheevel 
Engineering. 

The grants will cover approximately 75 percent of the requested $2,083,070, for a balance 
of $529,767 which will be reimbursed by agencies that have mitigation placed at these 
sites, Ms. Gibson explained. The SBV 2024-2025 budget includes a line item of 
$7,500,000 for field improvements at these sites, she said. 

Director Botello acknowledged the grant funding and asked for detail on the cost for 
environmental monitoring and retention of local tribes. Ms. Gibson explained the 
requirement for at least one biological monitor and one cultural monitor at each site. In 
addition, SBV is working on an agreement with a local tribe to provide a staff member to 
be present on site, which must be submitted to the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Director Botello asked for additional information on the removal of palm trees at the 
mitigation site. Ms. Gibson provided detail on the removal program by the Santa Ana 
Watershed Association (SAWA). Director Botello noted it is a large expense, but the 
process makes sense. 

Director Longville commented on the SARCUUP program and conjunctive use. Ms. Dyer
described the current actions in progress to move the program forward and estimated in 
the next couple of years the project could be built out. 

The Board of Directors authorized the CEO/General Manager to conduct 
the following:

1. Execute a Consulting Services Agreement with Scheevel 
Engineering for Phase 1 of the Anza Creek and Hidden Valley Creek 
Restoration Projects in the amount of $683,700

2. Authorize expenditures up to $170,000 for heavy equipment rental
3. Authorize expenditures up to $40,000 for rock delivery from the Santa 

Ana River Enhanced Recharge, Phase 1B project site to the Anza 
Creek and Hidden Valley Creek Project sites
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4. Authorize expenditures up to $500,000 for palm tree removal, haul 
away, and refuse disposal

5. Authorize environmental biological and cultural monitoring, including 
retention of a local Tribe, for the project up to a budgetary amount of 
$500,000

6. Approve contingency costs of up to 10 percent above the total 
projected cost amount or $189,370 for a total of $2,083,070 by the 
following roll-call vote:

MOVED: Harrison SECONDED: Longville APPROVED: 4-0
AYES: Botello, Hayes, Harrison, Longville
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Kielhold

3.2) Consider adoption of the Climate Adaptation and Resilience Plan. Chief of 
Planning and Watershed Resilience Greg Woodside provided background on the 
development of the Climate Adaptation and Resilience Plan (CARP). Following Board 
comments on the draft, a revised document was presented to the Board at the June 6 
meeting.

Mr. Woodside reviewed substantive changes since the June 6 workshop. The CARP is a 
consideration of how to mitigate risk to the regional water supply and the District’s mission 
capability over time. It is a comprehensive guide to be used to integrate planning, risk 
mitigation, and adaptation efforts, he explained. The CARP provides a framework to tie 
together ongoing planning efforts and helps integrate and align initiatives with other 
partners and stakeholders. 

If adopted, the implementation of the CARP will occur in phases over a 20-year period, 
Mr. Woodside continued. He described the use of the CARP in SBV activities and noted 
it will be helpful in application for grants. As climate science advances, information will be 
brought back to the Board and will help inform the approach. 

A dashboard will be developed to track progress, Mr. Woodside continued. It is expected 
the document will be reviewed annually and revised at a minimum every five years. 

Director Botello said the new Forward captures the essence of the document and ties it 
together. He added that it is a living, working document.

Director Longville reminded this was her first priority for appointment and was one of the 
most enjoyable. She pointed to the statement that the CARP “serves as a roadmap for 
the Agency to increase operational resilience and reduce contributions to climate 
change,” and noted specific Plan elements. 

12



8031

CEO/General Manager Heather Dyer reminded the Board this has been in progress for a 
long time and was hard work. She recalled the discussions and said that the most
rewarding was to think through the system, water supply, risks, and what can be done. 
Implementation and benefits will be over decades, she noted. It is a comprehensive,
cutting edge look at the job of the District and how it will be done in the face of unknown 
conditions. She commended the consulting team and staff. 

In response to Vice President Hayes, Mr. Herzog indicated the Emergency Response 
Plan addresses a more immediate condition such as earthquake. There is a connection 
in that the issues overlap. 

Vice President Hayes said it was good to see things coming to fruition. Although many 
will not see the end goal, it is this Board’s contribution to the future to provide something 
that the future Board and staff can work on. 

The Board of Directors adopted the Climate, Adaptation and Resilience 
Plan by the following roll-call vote:

MOVED: Longville SECONDED: Botello APPROVED: 4-0
AYES: Botello, Hayes, Harrison, Longville
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Kielhold

Agenda Item 4. Reports. (Discussion and Possible Action Items.)

4.1) CEO/General Manager's Report. Chief Executive Officer/General Manager Heather 
Dyer highlighted the following:

 San Bernardino International Airport Authority drone demonstration at Sunrise 
Ranch and capabilities of the digital tools

 Several speaking engagements/presentations and events
 Forecast Informed Reservoir Operations (FIRO) Workshop
 Meeting with the Westside Five water agencies’ joint powers authority (Bakersfield

/Kern area) and tour highlighting agricultural water use
 Line Fire recovery assessments and efforts including conversations with the Forest 

Service and others regarding water quality to protect species
 Santa Ana River annual fish survey with thank you to volunteers
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4.2) Directors' Report of Activities and Travel Requests in accordance with 
Resolution 1100.

Director Botello reported that he attended:
 October 5 – East Valley Water District workshop on fixing water leaks
 October 12 – Louis Robidoux Fall Festival

Director Longville reported that she attended:
 October 11 – West Side Water Tour
 October 11 – Webinar on Recharging and Solutions for Water Resilience
 October 11 – Riverside County Water Task Force webinar on AI and water 
 October 8 – League of Women Voters Water Committee

Director Harrison reported that he attended:
 October 4 – Habitat Conservation Plan Government Relations Committee 

meeting
 October 9 – Grand Terrace Chamber of Commerce 
 October 14 – Presided over the Board meeting of the Association of San 

Bernardino County Special Districts

Director Hayes reported that she attended:
 October 3 – West Valley Water District Board meeting
 October 4 – Water Advisory Committee of Orange County
 October 7 – California Natural Resources Agency presentation on SGMA 

(recorded)
 October 8 – Natural Resources Agency on Latino Leadership in Conservation
 October 9 – San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District

Vice President Hayes announced that the City of Rialto has hired interim utility supervisor 
John Rossi.

4.3) General Counsel Report. None.

4.4) Ad-Hoc and Standing Committee Reports. None.

4.5) SAWPA Meeting Report. Director Harrison reported:

SAWPA Commission
 Received Informational Report on the following:

o SAWPA’s Strategic Planning Update
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4.6) Treasurer's Report. Director Harrison gave the report.

The Board approved the following expenses for the month of September
2024: State Water Contract Fund $19,328,589.50 and General Fund 
$2,420,655.95 by the following roll-call vote:

MOVED: Harrison SECONDED: Botello APPROVED: 4-0
AYES: Hayes, Harrison, Botello, Longville
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Kielhold

4.7) Water Delivery Report. Principal Water Resources Analyst Sayer Pinto reported the 
following for the month of September 2024:

Acre-feet (af)
Imported State Project Water (SWP) delivered to the District 7,071
Total SPW delivered to date this year 43,444
Direct deliveries 2,559
Total direct deliveries to date this year (about half of the orders) 12,993
Total Recharge in both basin areas in September 4,304

Staff continued to focus on maximizing recharge, assuming minimal availability of local 
surface water through the end of 2024. Staff continues to coordinate due to outages at 
the SWP Devil Canyon power plant, Ms. Pinto stated.

Agenda Item 5. Future Business. No items added.

Agenda Item 6. Announcements.

6.1) List of Announcements. Chief of Staff/Clerk of the Board Jose Macedo pointed out 
the list of announcements.

Agenda Item 7. Closed Session. District Counsel Brad Neufeld announced the 
Closed Session at 3:12 p.m.

7.1) Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation
Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Gov. Code, § 54956.9, 
subd. (d)(4): Three Potential Cases
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Vice President Hayes returned the meeting to Open Session at 3:41 p.m. 

Counsel Brad Neufeld announced there was no reportable action taken.

Agenda Item 9. Adjournment.

Vice President Hayes adjourned the meeting at 3:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynda J. Kerney
Contract Assistant

APPROVAL CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify to approval of the foregoing Minutes of 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District.

__________________________________________________

Secretary

Date _____________________________________________
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DATE: November 5, 2024

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Leo Ferrando, Assistant Chief Engineer 
David McArthur, Water Operations Manager
Wen Huang, Chief Operating Officer/Assistant General Manager

SUBJECT: Consider 2025 Annual Facility Maintenance and Repair Program

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends the Board of Directors (BOD) consider approving a not-to-exceed budgetary 

amount of $350,000 for the 2025 Annual Facility Maintenance and Repair Program.

Summary:

District staff recommends a one-month State Water Project (SWP) outage in January 2025, aligning 

with planned outages by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR), which will impact 

the Foothill pipeline and its deliveries. Recent SWP allocations and wet winters allowed for 

continuous operation, prioritizing deliveries and recharge efforts over shutdowns. However, staff 

now recognizes the need for a planned shutdown in order to conduct essential maintenance and 

complete pending repairs that require the facilities to be offline, with a primary focus on pipeline 

inspection and specific facility repairs. Staff recommends the Board of Directors (BOD) consider 

approving a not-to-exceed budgetary amount of $350,000 for the 2025 Annual Facility Maintenance 

and Repair Program.

Background: 

Valley District normally conducts a one-month outage of SWP water deliveries to allow for 

inspection and repair of facilities that cannot be done during normal operations. This year, staff is 

planning for this outage to occur in January 2025 to correspond with scheduled outages by DWR 

that will occur at several DWR facilities and consequently affect the operation of the Foothill pipeline 

and its respective deliveries.  

Due to recent SWP allocations and wet winters over the past couple of years, staff prioritized 

maximizing deliveries and recharge efforts and therefore opted not to shut down the pipelines in 

2023 and 2024. However, staff now strongly recommends a shutdown this year to perform essential 
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routine maintenance and address repairs that require the facilities to be offline. Staff will perform 

general maintenance of the pipeline but will mainly focus our inspection and repair on a few key 

facilities.  For example, the City Creek Turnout guard valve is leaking, non-operational, and needs 

replacement.  Another critical pressure-reducing valve, 14 inches in diameter, that is part of the 

Santa Ana River Crossing (SARC) pipeline has reached its end of useful life and needs to be 

replaced. Another key component in the system that needs attention is the Sweetwater Turnout, 

where we have a guard valve that is 50 years old, broken, and needs replacement.  

Air-Vac Valves and Isolation Valves:

The District’s pipelines and facilities are equipped with various air-vac valves and associated 

isolation valves of different sizes, which are critical for maintaining system reliability. These 

components are regularly inspected and replaced as needed. Given that certain sizes may not 

always be readily available, with lead times ranging from four to six weeks, Staff recommends that 

the Board approve a budget allocation of $50,000 to procure a stock of spare air-vac and isolation 

valves, ranging from 2 to 8 inches in diameter, to ensure timely replacements and maintain 

operational continuity.

Miscellaneous Components:

This item covers other miscellaneous components and minor appurtenances needed for the 

pipeline system that are required to inspect and maintain the system routinely. These items are 

essential for dewatering operations, accessing manholes, and making minor repairs such as 

leaks. These components, including nuts, bolts, gaskets, and spool pieces, will be required. A 

budgetary amount of $50,000 is requested to cover these essential materials.

Supplemental Contractor Support:

Much of this work will be carried out by our in-house operations staff; however, certain tasks will 

require specialized contractor support. These tasks include traffic control at some of the locations, 

crane services for lifting vault roofs, and confined space entry at key sites where specialized safety 

protocols are necessary. A budgetary amount of $100,000 is being requested for this effort.  

The overall budgetary request for these items is summarized in the following table:

Item Budget Amount

Santa Ana River Crossing Pipeline (SARC) $48,000

City Creek Turnout $100,000
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Air-Vac and Isolation Valves $50,000

Miscellaneous Components $50,000

Supplemental Contractor Support $100,000

Budgetary Amount (rounded to nearest $1,000) $350,000

The 2025 Maintenance and Repair program is estimated to cost approximately $350,000, including 

$250,000 for the materials and $100,000 for labor. Upon approval, Staff will obtain the necessary 

final quotes from local contractors to perform this work. A summary report will be given to the Board 

along with total expenditures after the work is completed.

Strategic Plan Application: 

This initiative reflects our Agency’s commitment to its mission, vision, values, and strategic priorities 

by maintaining the reliability and longevity of our infrastructure and assets. By proactively ensuring 

the operational integrity of our systems, these efforts are directly supporting the District's mission 

and maximizing the operational flexibility of our water system, which is critical for both current and 

future service demands.

Fiscal Impact: 

The fiscal impact of this effort is estimated at a total cost of $350,000 for the maintenance and 

repair activities identified in this report for the 2025 Maintenance and Repair Program. The cost is 

included within the approved Fiscal Year 2024-25 General Fund Budget line item 6470. The San 

Gorgonio Pass Water Agency will reimburse the District approximately $25,000 (22%) of the 

inspection and repair work pertaining to the Foothill pipeline. Valley District will be responsible for 

the remaining $325,000.
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DATE: November 5, 2024

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Karen Resendez, Human Resources/Risk Manager

SUBJECT: Approve Clarifying Language in Employee Handbook – Value of Employer Paid 
Member Contributions (EPMC) for CalPERS Tier 1 Retirement

Staff Recommendation 

Approve clarifying language in the Employee Handbook regarding Employer Paid Member 

Contributions (EPMC), as required by CalPERS, to ensure compliance with California Code of 

Regulations (CCR) section 571(b) standards for retirees’ special compensation benefits.

Summary 

CalPERS requires all special compensation policies to be documented in an approved labor 

agreement or policy approved by the governing body. Effective January 1, 1995, Resolution 824 

confirmed the Agency’s commitment to fully cover Employer Paid Member Contributions (EPMC) 

by paying the entire normal member contribution for Tier 1 Classic Employees.

In response to CalPERS requirements, the Employee Handbook has been updated to clarify the 

following for Tier 1 Classic Employees:

 The current normal member contribution rate for Tier 1 Classic Employees is 8% and in 

accordance with Resolution 824, is fully paid by the Agency on behalf of the employee.

 The effective date of Resolution 824, January 1, 1995, is now included in the Handbook.

Background & Discussion

Resolution 824, approved on December 6, 1994, and effective January 1, 1995, committed the 

Agency to pay 100% of normal member contributions as EPMC and report this to CalPERS as 

compensation. 

On May 17, 2011, the Board adopted Resolution 982 amending San Bernardino Valley’s contract 

with CalPERS to implement a 2nd Tier benefit formula for employee pensions to be effective July 
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1, 2011.  This means that Resolution 824 applies only to Tier 1 Classic Employees, those 

employees hire by the Agency before July 1, 2011.

The current contribution rate for Tier 1 Classic Employees is 8%. The clarifying language states 

the current contribution rate.

The clarified language included in the Employee Handbook is an administrative update only, 

documenting the Agency’s ongoing practice and ensuring retirees receive their intended 

retirement benefits. Additionally, CalPERS requires an effective date in the Employee Handbook, 

aligning with regulatory standards.

District Strategic Plan Application

San Bernardino Valley Strategy #5 - Attracting and supporting top talent. Ensuring competitive pay 

overall keeps pace with changing economic conditions is key to this strategy.

Fiscal Impact

No fiscal impact.

Attachments

1) Resolution 824

2) Employee Handbook, Retirement Section 

21



22



12 | P a g e

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23



DATE: November 5, 2024

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Kelly Malloy, Strategic Communications Manager

SUBJECT: Consider Proposed ACWA Bylaw Amendments and Select Voting 
Representative/Alternate to Cast the Agency’s Ballot

Staff Recommendation 

Provide direction to staff regarding the Agency’s position on ACWA’s proposed Amended and 

Restated Bylaws and designate the Voting Representative/Alternate to cast the Agency’s ballot.

Summary 

San Bernardino Valley is a member of the Association of California Water Agencies and regularly 

participates in the voting process. At the Membership Meeting to be held on December 4, 2024, 

proposed amendments to the Bylaws are being considered and will require a formal vote of the 

membership. To participate in this action, San Bernardino Valley needs to designate a voting 

representative and alternate to represent the Agency’s position.

Background

ACWA maintains Bylaws which set rules and procedures for the organization. At the December 4 

Membership Meeting a vote will be conducted for proposed Amended and Restated Bylaws of the 

Association of California Water Agencies as recommended by its Board of Directors. Proposed 

Bylaw changes generally include:

• Additional roles and procedures relating to the Vice President;

• Clarification for situations warranting a closed session topic;

• Incorporating references to the Code of Conduct Policy and removing redundant language 

covered by the Policy;

• Clarification for the Participation of Past Presidents; and

• Addition of language regarding the process for actions by written ballot.
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To cast a vote regarding these Bylaw Amendments, the Agency must select a representative and 

alternate. As set forth in Board Policy 2.8.1.5, each authorized voting representative has the 

responsibility to do the following in order to vote:

• Pick up handheld keypad or other designated voting mechanism prior to the start time 

of the membership meeting as specified in the meeting notice.

• Be physically present and inside the meeting room at the start of the membership 

meeting as specified on the meeting agenda.

District Strategic Plan Application

Participating in organizations, like ACWA, is part of the Agency’s commitment in Strategy 4 to 

Build trust by being a collaborative and resourceful partner through effective communication and 

engagement.

Fiscal Impact

There is no fiscal impact related to this item.

Attachments

1. ACWA Notification Memo
2. Proposed ACWA Bylaws
3. Proposed ACWA Bylaws (redline)
4. Authorized Voting Representative Form
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: ACWA Member Agency Board Presidents and General Managers 
CC: ACWA Board of Directors 

FROM: Dave Eggerton, ACWA Executive Director 

DATE: October 8, 2024 

SUBJECT: Notice of Membership Meeting — December 4 

A Membership Meeting will be held at ACWA’s 2024 Fall Conference & Expo to conduct a vote by the 
membership on proposed Amended and Restated Bylaws of the Association of California Water Agencies. 
The in-person meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 4 at 1:30 p.m. at the Main Stage in the 
Springs Ballroom F & G at the JW Marriott Desert Springs Resort & Spa, Palm Desert.  

Each member agency is entitled to one vote that will be cast by its authorized voting representative. 
Member agencies must designate their voting representative and alternate by submitting the attached 
Voting Representative Form by Monday, November 25.  

Important Next Steps 

1. Designate your voting representative: Fill out the attached Voting Representative Form by 
Monday, November 25. 

2. Review the proposed Amended and Restated Bylaws: These are available online at 
www.acwa.com.  

3. Have your designated voter pick up their keypad: During ACWA’s Fall Conference & Expo, have 
your designated voter go to the ACWA Membership Meeting Check-in Desk on Wednesday, 
December 4, between 9 a.m. and noon to sign in and pick up their voting keypad. If your voting 
representative does not get a keypad by noon, they will not be able to vote. ACWA staff will also 
be available at the desk to answer questions.  

4. Have your designated voter attend the Membership Meeting: Make sure your designated voter 
takes their keypad to the Membership Meeting on December 4 at 1:30 p.m. The voting 
representative must be present to vote.  

More information on the proposed Amended & Restated Bylaws, voting process and next steps is 
available at www.acwa.com. If you have any questions regarding the proposed Amended and 
Restated Bylaws or the voting process, please contact Senior Clerk of the Board Donna Pangborn at 
916-669-2425 or donnap@acwa.com. 

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail 
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ACWA Member Agency Board Presidents and General Managers 
Notice of ACWA Membership Meeting — December 4, 2024 
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Attachments (Also see website link for these materials.): 
1. Authorized Voting Representative Form 
2. Proposed Amendments to ACWA’s Bylaws Table 
3. Proposed Amended and Restated Bylaws (redline version) 
4. Proposed Amended and Restated Bylaws (clean version) 
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BYLAWS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES 

(As amended and restated by the Members on November 30, 2022)

 

ARTICLE 1 - General 

 Name. The name of this California nonprofit corporation shall be the Association of 
California Water Agencies (hereinafter referred to as the Association). 

 Principal Office. The principal office for the transaction of business of the Association 
shall be located in Sacramento, California.   

 Purposes. The purposes of the Association shall be to work together with its members 
and others for the best interests of California and its citizens and landowners who use, need and depend 
upon water; to encourage the orderly development of the waters of the state; to seek means of obtaining 
and making available to all of California a dependable water supply of the best possible quality at the 
lowest possible cost, giving due consideration to environmental factors involved therein; to provide 
inspiration and leadership in meeting and solving the water supply problems of this state; to propose and 
advocate such policies and measures—local, state and federal—that serve the best interests of the 
Association, opposing those of contrary nature; to assist in promoting the health, safety and welfare of 
the employees of its members; and to do all other things that are in the best interests of its members. 
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BYLAWS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES 
 

As amended and restated by the ACWA Members on November 30, 2022 Page | 2 

ARTICLE 2 – Membership and Dues 

 Membership. 

(a) Members. Only a public district, public agency, or public organization created and 
operated for the purpose of controlling, treating, developing, acquiring, using or 
supplying water for any purpose for inhabitants or lands within the state of California, or 
for the protection, drainage or reclamation of lands within the state of California, may 
become a member of the Association. Such an entity will become a member upon 
written application, approval by the Board of Directors, and the payment of the required 
dues. Acceptance to membership shall authorize full participation in Association 
activities. Except as otherwise provided in Section 2.01(b) below, in no case may an 
organization other than a state, a political subdivision (as defined in § 1.103-1(b) of the 
Income Tax Regulations) of a state or an entity the income of which is excluded from 
gross income under § 115 of the Internal Revenue Code be a member of the 
Association. A member of the Association shall be in good standing if in compliance with 
all bylaws and requirements of membership, including timely payment of annual dues 
and emergency assessments. 

(b) Honorary Life Members. Any person who has rendered conspicuous service in furthering 
the purposes of the Association may, by vote of the Board of Directors, be granted an 
honorary life membership in the Association without payment of dues or assessments. All 
past presidents of the Association shall automatically be honorary life members without 
vote of the Board of Directors. Honorary life members shall not be entitled to a vote or to 
hold office automatically because of their status as honorary life members. 

(c) Termination of Members. Membership shall cease upon the failure of any member to 
pay the dues provided for in Section 2.02 of this Article. The membership of any member 
may be terminated at any time by such member sending written notification of its 
intention to withdraw to the Association’s principal office. The Board of Directors may 
terminate the membership of any member upon 30 days’ written notice by first-class mail 
when it is determined at any regular Board meeting or at any special Board meeting called 
for that purpose that continuance of such membership would not be in the best interests 
of the Association. Withdrawal or termination of membership ends any participation in 
Association activities and shall terminate a member’s interest in the Association’s assets. 

 Dues. The annual dues of each member of the Association shall be established by the 
Board of Directors; provided, however, that any member may apply for a change in its dues because of 
conditions that differentiate such applicant from other members. 

 Liability of Members. No member shall be liable for any obligation incurred by the 
Association with the following exception: (1) the payment of the annual dues while it remains a member; 
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As amended and restated by the ACWA Members on November 30, 2022 Page | 3 

and (2) the payment of emergency assessments, which shall not exceed 10 percent of current annual dues 
for each member in any calendar year while it remains a member. No emergency assessment may be 
levied against any member during its first two years of membership in the Association. 

ARTICLE 3 - Officers 

 President and Vice President. 

(a) General. The president and vice president of the Association shall be the elected officers 
of the Association. At the time of their election the president and vice president shall each 
be an elected or appointed member of the governing body or commission (as 
appropriate) of a member agency of the Association. The president and vice president 
shall be elected by the members of the Association by written ballot in each odd-
numbered year before the Association’s annual meeting, shall be announced at the 
Association’s annual meeting, shall take office on January 1 of the calendar year following 
election, and shall hold office until such time as their successors take office or are 
appointed. An elected president shall not be permitted to succeed himself/herself to that 
office. Except as provided in this Article, should vacancies occur in either office of the 
president or vice president, the Board of Directors shall appoint persons to fill such offices 
for the unexpired terms thereof. 

(b) President. The president shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors, the 
Executive Committee, and the general membership; shall appoint members of all 
committees, including the chair and vice chair of each, upon recommendation from 
members and regions (as communicated by the region chairs), with each such committee 
chair and vice chair ratified by the Board of Directors; and shall perform all other duties 
necessary to carry out the functions of the office. The president shall be a non-voting, ex 
officio member of each committee, but shall not be an ex officio member of the Election 
Committee or the region boards. 

The president may be expelled from office with or without cause, upon the satisfaction 
of the following two events: (1) a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors; and (2) a 
subsequent simple majority vote of the members of the Association during a meeting of 
the membership. 

(c) Vice President. The vice president shall, in the absence of the president, assume all of the 
duties of that office and, if a vacancy occurs, succeed thereto for the unexpired term. The 
vice president shall sit as a member of the Executive Committee of the ACWA Joint Powers 
Insurance Authority and shall perform such other duties as assigned by the president. The 
vice president shall be a non-voting, ex officio member of each committee, but shall not 
be an ex officio member of the Election Committee or the region boards. 
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The vice president may be expelled from office with or without cause, upon the 
satisfaction of the following two events: (1) a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors; 
and (2) a subsequent simple majority vote of the members of the Association during a 
meeting of the membership. 

  Executive Director/Secretary and Controller/Treasurer. 

(a) General. The executive director/secretary and controller/treasurer of the Association 
shall also be officers of the Association. The executive director/secretary shall be 
appointed by and hold office at the pleasure of the Board of Directors of the Association. 

(b) Executive Director/Secretary. The executive director/secretary shall: (1) advise and assist 
the Board of Directors, all committees, the boards of each region, and the workgroups of 
each region; (2) be responsible for administering the total operations of the Association; 
(3) employ, direct, and release all employed staff in accordance with the policies adopted 
by the Board of Directors and consistent with the budget adopted by the Board of 
Directors; (4) provide relevant information to the Board of Directors needed by the Board 
to take actions; (5) give members notice and record minutes of all meetings of the 
membership, Board of Directors, and Executive Committee; and (6) have such other 
powers and perform such other duties as may be provided and assigned by the Board of 
Directors directly or through the president of the Board or the Executive Committee. The 
executive director/secretary, with the assistance of the controller/treasurer, shall render 
a report to the Board of Directors at the first meeting following the close of each calendar 
year showing the membership of the Association, the receipts and expenditures during 
the year, and the work accomplished during the previous year. 

(c) Controller/Treasurer. The controller/treasurer shall report to and act under the direction 
of the executive director/secretary. The controller/treasurer shall be a signatory on all 
accounts held by the Association and shall act as a fiduciary for all assets of the 
Association. 

ARTICLE 4 – Board of Directors 

 Membership. The Board of Directors shall consist of: 

(a) The Association president and vice president. 

(b) The chair and vice chair of each region. 

(c) The chair of each standing committee. 

(d) The most immediate active past president. 

(e) The vice president of the ACWA/Joint Powers Insurance Authority. 
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 Term of Office. The term of office of all members of the Board of Directors shall 
commence on January 1 of the calendar year following election of the president and vice president, except 
for those persons who serve on the Board of Directors by nature of their position as chairs of standing 
committees, whose terms shall instead commence upon their ratification by the Board of Directors. 
Except as provided in Article 4, Section 4.11, the term of office for all members of the Board of Directors 
shall terminate on December 31 of the following odd-numbered year two years later, or until their 
successors take office. 

 Attendance Requirement. Any member of the Board of Directors who misses two 
consecutive regular Board meetings without being excused by the Board will no longer be a member of 
the Board of Directors. 

 Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held bimonthly at 
such times and places as the Board may determine. 

 Special Meetings. Special meetings may be called by the president upon the president’s 
own volition or shall be called by the president when requested in writing by five directors. Prior to 
conducting such a special meeting, the president shall consult with the Executive Committee to ensure 
that adequate information is available to the Board of Directors for any necessary decisions; and where 
such meeting is called upon the president’s own volition, the president shall also consult with the 
Executive Committee as to the necessity of the special meeting. Notice for special meetings shall be 
provided in the following manner: (1) upon 10 days’ written notice sent by mail to each director and 
addressed to each at the address as shown upon the records of the Association; or (2) upon 48 hours’ 
notice with notice provided by electronic means. When the meeting is called upon the president’s own 
volition, the president shall choose the form of notice; when the meeting is called by a request of five 
directors, the five directors shall choose the form of notice and the president shall promptly call the 
meeting. No business except those items described in the notice shall be transacted at any special 
meeting, except by consent of three-fourths of the members of the Board of Directors present. 

 Meetings by Electronic Communication. Any meeting of the Board of Directors, region 
boards, or any committee may be conducted, in whole or in part, by telephone, electronic transmission, 
or by electronic video screen communication. A member of the Board of Directors, a region board, or any 
committee shall be deemed present in person at the meeting if the following apply: 

(a) Each director, region board, or committee member participating in the meeting can 
communicate concurrently with all other directors, region board, or committee members. 

(b) Each director, region board or, committee member is provided the means of participating 
in all matters before the board, region board, or committee, including the capacity to 
propose, or to interpose an objection to, a specific action to be taken by the Association. 

 Quorum. At any meeting of the Board of Directors, the attendance of 50 percent of the 
voting members of the Board of Directors, or their permitted alternates as specified in these bylaws, shall 
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constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business. The Board may hold a closed session for 
discussion of personnel matters; enforcement of violations of the code of conduct; pending or anticipated 
litigation or other legal matters, including, but not limited to, considering whether to file or join in an 
amicus brief; real property negotiations and discussions; and other confidential matters as determined by 
the Board to the extent permitted by applicable law. (See Board Policy 2.1.8.3.) 

 Alternates. Each region shall designate an alternate for each chair and vice chair, who 
shall meet the qualification requirements for chair and vice chair, to act at meetings of the Board of 
Directors when the chair or vice chair is unable to attend. The vice chair of each standing committee will 
be the alternate to act at meetings of the Board of Directors when the standing committee chair is unable 
to attend. An alternate may not act or vote on behalf of more than one member of the Board of Directors. 
A member of the Board of Directors may not act as an alternate for any other member. 

 Vacancies for Standing Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs. Should a vacancy occur in the 
office of any standing committee chair or vice chair before the end of the term, the president shall appoint 
a new committee chair or vice chair to fulfill the unexpired term of such committee chair or vice chair 
subject to ratification by the Board of Directors. A vacancy in the office of any such standing committee 
chair or vice chair as described in the previous sentence shall be deemed to exist when the chair or vice 
chair: (1) resigns the office; (2) no longer is an officer, employee, or member of the governing body of a 
member agency of the Association, or other representative duly designated by a member agency of the 
Association to represent that member; or (3) is otherwise removed by a member agency of the 
Association. 

 Duties, Authorities, and Delegation. Subject to the provisions and limitations of California 
Nonprofit Corporation Law, other applicable laws, and the provisions of these bylaws, the Association’s 
activities and affairs are to be exercised by or under the direction of the Association’s Board of Directors. 
The Board of Directors is responsible for the overall supervision, control, and direction of the Association. 
The Board of Directors shall: (1) employ and release the executive director/secretary; (2) set performance 
expectations for the executive director/secretary; (3) receive, review, and consider approval of executive 
director/secretary recommended compensation, other terms and conditions of employment, and annual 
evaluations as prepared by the Executive Committee; (4) annually adopt a budget; and (5) set the level of 
dues for the Association. Except as to the duties listed in the previous sentence, and subject to Article 3, 
Section 2, the Board of Directors may delegate the supervision, control, and direction of the Association’s 
affairs to any person or group, including a committee, provided the Association Board retains ultimate 
responsibility for the actions of such person or group. Where such powers are delegated, the delegation 
shall be documented in writing. 

 Immediate Past President. The immediate past president automatically assumes this 
position after serving as the Association’s elected president and is a voting member of the Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee. The term of office for the immediate past president shall commence 
on January 1 of the calendar year following election of the president and vice president and shall 
terminate on December 31 of the following odd-numbered year two years later. In the event the most 
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immediate active past president is unavailable to serve, the most recent and available active past 
president in succession shall serve in this capacity. 

 Code of Conduct of Board Members. 

(a) The Board of Directors shall establish, and update as appropriate, a code of conduct for 
its Directors that recognizes the Association’s commitment of integrity, respect, and fair 
representation to its members and the public they serve and establishes minimum ethical 
standards for the performance of the duties of office.  (See Code of Conduct Policy, Board 
Policy Manual, Policy No. GO-2.1A.) The code shall be consistent with the procedural 
processes contained in the Code of Conduct Policy. (See sections 2.1.3A and 2.1.4A of 
Policy GO-2.1A of the Board Policy Manual.) The code shall be distributed to all new 
Directors and shall be distributed annually to all members of the Association. 

ARTICLE 5– Regions 

 Boundaries of Each Region. 

(a) There shall be a maximum of 10 regions within the state. The Board of Directors shall 
determine the regional boundaries. Insofar as is practicable, the regions shall have a 
numerical balance in members of the Association; make geographic sense; and promote 
regional problem solving. 

(b) A member of the Association may file a written petition to the Board of Directors 
requesting a change in regions. Such petition shall set forth the reasons for such 
requested change. The Board shall, within a reasonable time, act upon such petition and 
set forth the reasons for its action. Such action by the Board shall be based on factors in 
Section 5.01(a) above, as well as others deemed by the Board of Directors to be relevant 
to the decision. 

 Officers. 

(a) The officers of each region shall be a chair and vice chair and three to five region board 
members who shall be elected by the region in each odd-numbered year.  A region may 
maintain a board of fewer than five but not less than three members as provided in the 
region’s rules and regulations. The officers of the region board shall take office on January 
1 of the calendar year following election and shall hold office for two years, or until their 
successors take office. Regions shall hold elections by electronic ballot. Association staff 
shall verify the legitimacy of the ballots. 

(b) The officers of each region shall: (1) exercise the powers and perform duties of the region 
during the interim between region meetings; and (2) make recommendations to the 
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president regarding appointments to committees. The chair and vice chair shall be the 
region’s representatives to the Board of Directors. 

(c) Each officer of a region shall be an officer, employee, or member of the governing body 
of a member agency of the Association, or other representative duly designated by a 
member agency of the Association to represent that member at the time of the 
appointment. Where an individual ceases to meet these criteria during the term of the 
office, the individual may not serve during the remaining term of that office unless that 
individual can again meet the criteria for the office and is appointed to complete the term. 
The region board may adopt more stringent criteria for board member qualifications as 
part of the region’s rules and regulations. 

(d) Should a vacancy occur in any of the region board positions before the end of the term, 
the remaining members of the region board shall appoint a new member. A vacancy in 
the office of any region board position shall be deemed to exist when a region board 
member: (1) resigns the office; (2) no longer is an officer, employee, or member of the 
governing body of a member agency of the Association, or other representative duly 
designated by a member of the Association to represent that member; or (3) is otherwise 
removed by a member agency of the Association. 

 Nominating Committees. There shall be a nominating committee for each region 
consisting of three or more designees, each representing a member of the Association located within the 
region, appointed by the chair of the region and approved by the region board. Nominating committees 
shall be formed by February 28 of each odd-numbered year.  

 Meetings. The meetings of each region shall be held at both the spring and fall 
conferences and at such other times and places as may be determined by the region chair. 
Representatives of five or more members of the Association from the region present at any region 
meeting shall constitute a quorum for purposes of conducting the business of the region. Any meeting, 
regular or special, may be held in person or by telephone conference, web video conference, or other 
electronic video screen communication or electronic transmission, as set forth in Section 4.06. 

 Workgroups. Workgroups may be appointed by the region chair as needed. 

 Rules. Each region shall organize and adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of its 
meetings and affairs not inconsistent with the Articles of Incorporation or bylaws of the Association. Each 
region shall abide by the code of conduct adopted by the Board of Directors of the Association. 

ARTICLE 6 – Executive Committee 

 Membership. There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the following: the 
president of the Association, who shall be the chair thereof; the vice president; the most immediate active 
past president; the chair of the Finance Committee; and three at-large representatives selected from and 
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by the members of the Board of Directors. The election of the three at-large representatives to the 
Executive Committee shall occur at the first Board of Directors meeting held in each even-numbered year 
and the elected representatives shall serve immediately following their election and until such time as 
their successors take office. To the extent practical, the Executive Committee should be constituted so as 
to reflect the geographic extent of the Association and the functions of the members of the Association. 

 Powers. The Executive Committee shall have the following authority: 

(a) Personnel. Subject to the budget adopted by the Board of Directors, the Executive 
Committee shall perform the following personnel actions: (1) recommend compensation 
for the executive director/secretary to the Board of Directors for approval; (2) perform 
annual reviews of the executive director/secretary and submit that review to the Board 
of Directors; (3) review the classification and compensation plan and publicly posted 
salary schedule for Association employees submitted by the executive director/secretary, 
which shall be approved by the Board of Directors; (4) establish personnel policies for the 
conduct and behavior of employees, which shall be reviewable by the Board of Directors; 
and (5) undertake such other personnel actions as may be requested by the executive 
director/secretary in support of his or her oversight of all other personnel matters, which 
shall be reviewable by the Board of Directors, in closed session, upon request of the Board 
of Directors. 

(b) Delegation. The Executive Committee may act pursuant to any authority specifically 
delegated to it by the Board of Directors. The delegation shall indicate whether the 
authority is still subject to the ultimate authority of the Board. 

(c) Authority to Act Between Meetings. The Executive Committee may act for the Board of 
Directors between Board meetings when calling a special meeting of the Board of 
Directors is impracticable, provided that no such action of the Executive Committee shall 
be binding on the Board of Directors until authorized or approved by the Board. The 
Executive Committee has the authority to authorize actions recommended by the Legal 
Affairs Committee (such as the filing of letter briefs and amicus curiae briefs) by electronic 
means without the need for an in-person or telephonic meeting, but such actions shall be 
ratified by the Board of Directors at its next meeting. 

 Reporting. The president, or any person designated by the president, shall report to the 
Board of Directors, at each regular Board meeting, any action taken by the Executive Committee since the 
last preceding regular Board meeting. The minutes of Executive Committee meetings, which at that time 
may still be in draft form, shall be mailed (using the U.S. Postal Service, express delivery, electronic means, 
or otherwise) to each member of the Board of Directors at least five days prior to Board meetings, except 
in cases in which the Executive Committee meets during or immediately prior to a conference of the 
Association or immediately prior to a Board meeting, in which case the minutes, which may still be in draft 
form, shall be mailed to each director promptly thereafter. 

38



BYLAWS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES 
 

As amended and restated by the ACWA Members on November 30, 2022 Page | 10 

 Meetings. The Executive Committee shall hold regularly scheduled meetings as set by the 
president. Special meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the president upon notice to 
the members of that committee or upon written request of three Executive Committee members. Notice 
for special Executive Committee meetings shall be provided to the entire Board: (1) upon five days’ written 
notice sent by mail, or (2) upon 24 hours’ notice with notice provided by electronic means; and all such 
meetings shall be open to the Board of Directors. Any meeting, regular or special, may be held in person 
or by telephone conference, web video conference, or other electronic video screen communication or 
electronic transmission, as set forth in Section 4.06. All members of the Board of Directors may attend 
any meeting of the Executive Committee. Meetings of the Executive Committee may be closed to others 
at the discretion of the president or committee.  Only members of the Executive Committee are allowed 
to vote on matters at a meeting of the committee. 

 Minutes. The minutes of the Executive Committee meetings shall be kept by the 
executive director/secretary at the Association’s principal office. Actions of the Executive Committee shall 
be reported to the Board of Directors as provided in Section 3 of this Article and shall be available to any 
member of the Board of Directors upon request to the executive director/secretary. 

ARTICLE 7 – Standing Committees 

 Qualification. In order to serve on any Association standing committee, an individual 
must be an officer, employee, or member of the governing body of a member agency of the Association, 
or other representative duly designated by a member agency of the Association to represent that member 
at the time of the appointment. Where an individual ceases to meet these criteria during the term of the 
appointment, the individual may not serve during the remaining term of that appointment unless that 
individual can again meet the criteria for appointment and is appointed to complete the term.  

 Term of Office. The term of office of standing committee members shall be two years 
commencing on January 1 of each even-numbered year. The term of office of standing committee chairs 
and vice chairs shall be approximately two years and shall commence as soon after January 1 of the even-
numbered year as they may be appointed by the president and ratified by the then-seated Board of 
Directors, and shall terminate on December 31 of the odd-numbered year approximately two years later 
or until their successors are appointed and ratified. 

 Meetings. Meetings of standing committees may be called at such times and places 
designated by the respective chair thereof except where provided otherwise by these bylaws. Any 
meetings of standing committees may be conducted, in whole or in part, by electronic transmission or by 
electronic video screen communication, as set forth in Section 4.06. Subject to the provisions of these 
bylaws and any actions that may be taken by the Board of Directors, the chairs of each standing committee 
may establish their own rules for the efficient operation of the committee they each chair. The chairs of 
each standing committee are authorized to create subcommittees and workgroups in order to complete 
the work of the committee. 
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 Committee Composition. Each limited standing committee shall have a membership 
composition that is comprised of members in the quantity and with qualifications as defined by the 
provisions of these bylaws. The committee chair position shall not be included in the maximum count for 
determining the committee composition total of any given limited committee. The committee chair shall, 
however, be a voting member of their respective committees subject to the rules and procedures of each 
committee. If the chair is absent, the vice chair shall fill the role of the chair during such absence. 

 Agriculture Committee. There shall be an Agriculture Committee whose duty it shall be 
to recommend Association policy, positions and programs to the Board of Directors, State Legislative 
Committee, Federal Affairs Committee or other committees, as appropriate, regarding agricultural issues 
affecting the interests of the Association and its members. The committee shall consist of at least one 
member from each region. 

 Business Development Committee. There shall be a Business Development Committee 
whose duty it is to develop and recommend to the Board of Directors programs and activities to be 
provided or administered by the Association that generate non-dues revenue and provide a service or 
benefit to member agencies. The committee shall consist of at least one member from each region and 
may include members from any of the other standing committees. 

 Communications Committee. There shall be a Communications Committee whose duty 
it shall be to develop and make recommendations to the Board of Directors regarding a comprehensive 
internal and external communications program for the Association and to promote development of sound 
public information and education programs and practices among member agencies. The committee shall 
consist of no more than 40 members. The committee shall consist of at least one member from each 
region. 

 Energy Committee. There shall be an Energy Committee whose duty it shall be to 
recommend policies and programs to the Board of Directors and to the State Legislative Committee 
and/or Federal Affairs Committee as appropriate. The committee shall consist of at least one member 
from each region. 

 Federal Affairs Committee. There shall be a Federal Affairs Committee whose duty it shall 
be to review all federal legislative proposals and regulatory proposals affecting member agencies, after 
consulting with other appropriate committees, and to develop Association positions consistent with 
existing policy, where it has been established; recommend sponsorship of bills that will resolve problems 
or improve conditions for member agencies; and assist in the establishment of the Association’s federal 
legislative program. The committee shall consist of at least one, but no more than five members from 
each region. 

 Finance Committee. There shall be a Finance Committee whose duty it shall be to make 
recommendations to the Board of Directors regarding annual budgets, dues formula and schedules and 
other revenue-producing income, annual audit and selection of an auditor, and investment strategies. The 
committee shall consist of the president and vice president of the Association as ex officio members, 
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either the chair or vice chair from each of the Association’s 10 region boards, and one additional member 
from each region with experience in financial matters. 

 Groundwater Committee. There shall be a Groundwater Committee whose duty it shall 
be to recommend policies and programs to the Board of Directors and to the State Legislative Committee 
and/or Federal Affairs Committee as appropriate. The committee shall consist of at least one member 
from each region. 

 Legal Affairs Committee. There shall be a Legal Affairs Committee whose duty it shall be 
to support the mission of the Association, and more particularly to deal with requests for assistance 
involving legal matters of significance to member agencies, including but not limited to state and federal 
court litigation, water rights matters, selected regulatory and resources agency matters, proposed bylaw 
revisions, review of legislation as requested by the State Legislative Committee, etc. The committee shall 
consider matters and issues submitted to it in order to determine which ones are of major significance to 
the member agencies and, assuming a finding of major significance, recommend to the Board of Directors 
the position(s) which the committee believes the Association should take with respect thereto. The 
committee shall be composed of between 34 and 44 attorneys, each of whom shall be a member of the 
California Bar and shall be, or act as, counsel for a member agency, representing diverse interests within 
the Association, including but not limited to, different geographical areas throughout the state, large and 
small agencies, agricultural and urban agencies, agencies created under the various enabling statutes, etc. 
The committee shall consist of at least one member from each region. 

 Local Government Committee. There shall be a Local Government Committee whose 
duty it shall be to recommend policies to the State Legislative Committee, as appropriate, and Board of 
Directors on matters affecting water agencies as a segment of local government in California. The 
committee shall consist of at least one, but no more than three members from each region. 

 Membership Committee. There shall be a Membership Committee whose duty it shall be 
to assist staff in developing membership recruitment and retention programs, make recommendations to 
the Board of Directors regarding membership policies, eligibility, and applications for membership and 
review and make recommendations to the Finance Committee regarding an equitable dues structure. The 
committee shall consist of at least one member from each region. 

 State Legislative Committee. There shall be a State Legislative Committee whose duty it 
shall be to review all state legislative proposals affecting member agencies and to establish Association 
positions, consistent with existing policy, where it has been established; sponsor bills that will resolve 
problems or improve conditions for member agencies; and assist in the establishment of the Association’s 
legislative program. The committee shall consist of members representing a variety of types of member 
agencies and at least one, but no more than four members from each region. 

 Water Management Committee. There shall be a Water Management Committee whose 
duty it shall be to recommend policy and programs to the Board of Directors on any area of concern in 
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water management. The committee shall consist of at least one, but no more than four members from 
each region. 

 Water Quality Committee. There shall be a Water Quality Committee whose duty it shall 
be to develop and recommend Association policy, positions, and programs to the Board of Directors, to 
promote cost-effective state and federal water quality regulations that protect the public health, to 
enable interested member agencies to join together to develop and coordinate with other organizations, 
and to present unified comments regarding agricultural and domestic water quality regulations. The 
committee shall consist of at least one member from each region. 

ARTICLE 8 – Special Councils, Committees, and Task Forces 

 Council of Past Presidents. There shall be a Council of Past Presidents composed of all 
past presidents of the Association who serve on the council until each is no longer able to or wishes to 
serve. The council shall provide a mechanism for past presidents to continue to make valuable 
contributions to the Association. With approval of the Board of Directors, the president and/or executive 
director/secretary may assign specific responsibilities to the council from time to time. Members of the 
Council of Past Presidents are invited to attend and participate in the Association’s Board and Executive 
Committee meetings, including attending closed sessions. With the exception of the immediate past 
president, members of the Council of Past Presidents are non-voting. 

 Election Committee. There shall be an Election Committee consisting of eleven 
representatives established by February 28 of each odd-numbered year, whose purpose shall be to 
present qualified individuals for the offices of president and vice president of the Association.  The Election 
Committee shall vet all candidates to determine if the eligibility criteria have been met. The Election 
Committee will endorse a preferred candidate for president and vice president before presenting an open 
ballot with all qualifying candidates to the members for a vote in the manner set forth in Section 9.10 and 
Section 9.11. 

(a) Selection.  The Election Committee shall be selected in the following manner: 

(1)  Each of the 10 currently seated Region Boards in the odd-numbered year shall appoint 
a representative from their respective regions to serve on the Election Committee. 

(2)  One representative appointed by the president in the odd-numbered year shall also 
serve on the Election Committee. Neither the president nor the vice president qualifies 
to be appointed to this position. 

(b) Qualification.  In order to serve on the Election Committee, an individual must be an 
officer, employee, or member of the governing body of a member agency of the 
Association, or other representative duly designated by a member agency of the 
Association to represent that member at the time of the appointment. Past presidents, 
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who are Honorary Life Members of the Association, may also serve on the Election 
Committee without meeting stated qualifications unless otherwise disqualified. Where 
an individual ceases to meet these criteria during the election cycle, the individual may 
not continue to serve.  When the disqualified member represented a Region Board, the 
affected Region Board shall select a replacement representative.  When the disqualified 
member represented the President, the President shall select an alternate 
representative. 

Section 8.03. Other Committees and Task Forces. Other committees and task forces may be appointed 
by the president from time to time as needed, consistent with and supportive of the mission of the 
Association. 

ARTICLE 9 – Meetings of Members 

 Meetings. Meetings of the members of the Association shall be held at the Association’s 
conferences to provide a report to the members on the Association’s activities during the past year, 
provide an overview of the Association’s finances, announce the newly elected president and vice 
president of the Association in each odd-numbered year, and to transact such other proper business as 
may come before the meeting.  

 Special Meetings. Special meetings of the members of the Association may be called by 
the Board of Directors, the president of the Board of Directors, or by 5 percent or more of the members 
of the Association. Except when called by the Board, a request for a special meeting must be in writing 
and must be delivered in person or mailed by first-class mail addressed to the president of the Board at 
the principal office of the Association, with a copy to the executive director/secretary. The request must 
state the general nature of the business proposed to be transacted at the meeting. 

A special meeting that has been called by written request of 5 percent of the member agencies of the 
Association to the Board of Directors shall be set by the Board of Directors on a date that is not less than 
35 or more than 90 days after receipt of the request.  

 Meetings by Remote Communication.  Any meeting of the members may be conducted, 
in whole or in part, by electronic transmission by and to the Association or by electronic video screen 
communication. The member shall be deemed present in person at the meeting if the following apply: 

(a) The Association implements reasonable measures to provide the member a reasonable 
opportunity to participate in the meeting and to vote on matters submitted to the 
members, including an opportunity to read or hear the proceedings of the meeting 
substantially concurrently with those proceedings. 

(b) If any member votes or takes other action at the meeting by means of electronic 
transmission to the Association or electronic video screen communication, a record of 
that vote or action is maintained by the Association. 
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(c) The Association verifies that each person participating remotely is an authorized 
representative of a voting member. 

 Notice Requirements for Membership Meetings. Written notice of any membership 
meeting shall be given to each voting member of the Association. The notice shall state the date, time, 
and place of the meeting; the means by which members may participate; and the general nature of the 
business to be transacted. The member notification information shall also be posted on the Association’s 
website. 

Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws or California law, a written notice of regular membership 
meetings shall be given not less than 10 or more than 90 days before the date of the meeting to each 
member who, on the record date for notice of the meeting, is entitled to vote; provided, however, that if 
notice is given by mail, and the notice is not mailed by first-class, registered, or certified mail, that notice 
shall be given not less than 20 days before the meeting. 

 Notice Requirements for Special Meetings. The executive director/secretary shall cause 
notice to be given to all members of the Association of the date, time, and place of the meeting and the 
general nature of the business to be transacted at the meeting. No business except that specified in the 
request and notice may be transacted at said special meeting. If notice of the requested special meeting 
is not given within 20 days after receipt of the request, the person or persons requesting the meeting may 
give the notice. 

 Voting. Each member of the Association in good standing at the time of the annual or 
special meeting shall be entitled to one vote that shall be cast by its authorized representative. Each 
member must designate its authorized representative prior to the annual or special meeting.  It is the 
member’s responsibility to designate or update its authorized representative as needed.  The Association 
may confirm with any member the identity of that member’s authorized representative for the purpose 
of casting ballots in any election of president and vice president, amendments to these Bylaws, or other 
Association business that requires a vote.  All questions, except amendments or revisions of these bylaws, 
shall be determined by a majority of the members present and voting. A roll call may be requested by any 
authorized representative. 

 Amendment of Bylaws. These bylaws may be amended or revised by two-thirds of the 
member agencies of the Association present and voting at any meeting. 

 Quorum. The presence of the authorized representatives of at least 50 members of the 
Association at any meeting of the members shall constitute a quorum for transacting business.  Actions 
taken by written ballot shall require the timely receipt of the written ballot from the authorized 
representatives of at least 50 members to constitute a quorum. 

 Amendments, Revisions, and Resolutions. Before any amendments or revisions to the 
bylaws, or resolutions, may be considered at any meeting of the Association, any such amendment, 
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revision, or resolution shall be submitted to the executive director/secretary at least 90 days prior to the 
first day of such meeting. The executive director/secretary shall promptly distribute any proposed 
amendments or revisions to the Legal Affairs Committee for the Legal Affairs Committee to develop an 
unbiased analysis of the amendments or revisions. Following development of an analysis for the proposed 
amendments or revisions, the executive director/secretary shall distribute copies of any resolutions, 
amendments or revisions, including any applicable analyses, to all members of the Association not less 
than 10 days or more than 90 days prior to presentation at such meeting. The written notice of the 
membership meeting shall be given to each voting member of the Association consistent with the 
provisions defined in Section 9.04. The 90-day rule may be suspended at any meeting of the Association 
by consent of three-fourths of the members present. Voting on resolutions, amendments, or revisions 
shall proceed as provided by Sections 9.06 and 9.07. 

 Nomination of President and Vice President.  

(a)   Qualification. At the time of their election, the president and vice president of the 
Association shall each be an elected or appointed member of the governing body or 
commission (as appropriate) of a member agency of the Association. 

(b)   Nominating Resolutions. All nominations for the positions of president and vice president 
shall be accompanied by an official resolution from the Association member agency on 
whose board the nominee serves. Said resolution shall be signed by an authorized 
signatory of the member agency’s Board of Directors. 

 Election of President and Vice President.  Each member of the Association in good 
standing at the time a vote is cast is entitled to one vote for election of the president and vice president 
that shall be cast by its authorized representative by written ballot.  The ballot and any related material 
may be sent by first class, registered, or certified mail or electronic transmission by the Corporation that 
meets the requirements of Corporations Code section 20, and responses may be returned to the 
Corporation by mail or electronic transmission.  On any written ballot for the election of president or vice 
president, an authorized representative acting on behalf of the member may write in a qualified candidate 
for election. Nominating resolutions for write-in candidates must be received by the deadline for the 
return of ballots. 

 Write-In Candidates.  If a write-in candidate prevails in any election for president or vice 
president, such individual shall not be officially elected into such position until the Election Committee 
confirms that the individual meets the eligibility criteria and qualifications requirements. 

 Run-off Election for President and Vice President.  In the event a nominee does not 
receive a majority of the votes for president or vice president, a run-off election shall be held for the office 
or offices for which a majority of the votes have not been received.  The run-off election shall only involve 
the nominees who received the two highest amounts of votes. The run-off election shall be conducted in 
the same manner as the initial election.   
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 Additional Procedures for Election of President and Vice President. The Board shall have 
the authority to adopt policies for elections (“Election Policy”) of president and vice president setting forth 
the details for the election of such positions when not otherwise contrary to or covered by these bylaws. 

 Action by Written Ballot. To the extent permitted by applicable law and subject to all 
applicable requirements, any action that may be taken at a regular or special member meeting of the 
members may be approved by written ballot if a ballot is sent to each member entitled to vote on the 
matter. If approved by the Board, ballots may be sent and returned by electronic transmission as 
permitted in the Corporations Code. Ballot format, solicitation and voting thresholds shall meet the 
requirements of the Corporations Code and be consistent with applicable provisions of these Bylaws. 

ARTICLE 10 –Indemnification of Directors, Officers, and Other Agents 

 Right of Indemnity. To the fullest extent permitted by law, this Corporation shall 
indemnify its Directors, Officers, employees, and other persons described in Section 7237(a) of the 
California Corporations Code, including persons formerly occupying any such position, against all 
expenses, judgments, fines, settlements and other amounts actually and reasonably incurred by them in 
connection with any “proceeding,” as that term is used in that Section, and including an action by or in 
the right of the Corporation, by reason of the fact that the person is or was a person described in that 
section. "Expenses," as used in this bylaw, shall have the same meaning as in Section 7237(a) of the 
California Corporations Code. 

 Approval of Indemnity. On written request to the Board by any person seeking 
indemnification under Section 7237(b) or Section 7237(c) of the California Corporations Code, the Board 
shall promptly determine under Section 7237(e) of the California Corporations Code whether the 
applicable standard of conduct set forth in Section 7237(b) or Section 7237(c) has been met and, if so, the 
Board shall authorize indemnification. 

 Advancement of Expenses. To the fullest extent permitted by law and except as 
otherwise determined by the Board in a specific instance, expenses incurred by a person seeking 
indemnification under these bylaws in defending any proceeding covered by those Sections shall be 
advanced by the Corporation before final disposition of the proceeding, on receipt by the Corporation of 
an undertaking by or on behalf of that person that the advance will be repaid unless it is ultimately 
determined that the person is entitled to be indemnified by the Corporation for those expenses. 

 Insurance. The Corporation shall have the right to purchase and maintain insurance to 
the full extent permitted by law on behalf of its Officers, Directors, employees, and other agents, against 
any liability asserted against or incurred by any officer, director, employee, or agent in such capacity or 
arising out of the officer’s, director’s, employee’s or agent’s status as such. 
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ARTICLE 11 - Miscellaneous 

 Conduct of Meetings. All meetings of the Association shall be conducted in accord with 
the code of conduct and in substantial accordance with the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly 
Revised unless the Board adopts alternate rules of conduct for itself and/or its committees, region boards, 
and region workgroups. 

 Funds. The funds of the Association shall be used to further the aims and purposes of this 
Association. They shall be kept by the controller/treasurer and paid out by checks or other electronic 
means, which shall only be valid with two authorized signatures. The Board of Directors shall designate 
by resolution which persons, other than the controller/treasurer, may sign for expenditures. The Finance 
Committee shall implement procedures to ensure necessary internal controls over the receipt and 
expenditures of Association funds and arrange for an external audit. Audit reports shall be presented to 
the Board of Directors. 

 Disposition of Assets upon Dissolution. The Association’s properties and assets are 
irrevocably dedicated to the fulfillment of the Association’s purposes as described in Article 2 of the 
Articles of Incorporation. No part of the Association’s net earnings, properties and assets, on dissolution 
or otherwise, may inure to the benefit of any private person. Upon the dissolution of the Association, all 
debts thereof shall be paid and its affairs settled, and all remaining assets shall be distributed to the 
Association’s member political subdivisions for a public purpose, consistent with the provisions of the 
California Nonprofit Corporation Law relating to mutual benefit corporations then in effect and with the 
Articles of Incorporation. 

 Definitions. As used in these Bylaws, the terms “electronic transmission” and “notice 
provided by electronic means” shall refer to notice and other communications given by fax or e-mail. 

 Conflicts Between Bylaws and Other Association Policies. To the extent permitted by 
applicable law, these Bylaws shall govern in the event there is a conflict between these Bylaws and 
another Association policy, rule, or procedure. 

Amended comprehensively December 1, 2010 
Amended May 9, 2012 
Amended May 7, 2014 
Amended December 2, 2015 
Amended November 29, 2017 
Amended & Restated November 30, 2022 
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BYLAWS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES 

(As amended and restated by the Members on November 30, 2022)

 

ARTICLE 1 - General 

 Name. The name of this California nonprofit corporation shall be the Association of 
California Water Agencies (hereinafter referred to as the Association). 

 Principal Office. The principal office for the transaction of business of the Association 
shall be located in Sacramento, California.   

 Purposes. The purposes of the Association shall be to work together with its members 
and others for the best interests of California and its citizens and landowners who use, need and depend 
upon water; to encourage the orderly development of the waters of the state; to seek means of obtaining 
and making available to all of California a dependable water supply of the best possible quality at the 
lowest possible cost, giving due consideration to environmental factors involved therein; to provide 
inspiration and leadership in meeting and solving the water supply problems of this state; to propose and 
advocate such policies and measures—local, state and federal—that serve the best interests of the 
Association, opposing those of contrary nature; to assist in promoting the health, safety and welfare of 
the employees of its members; and to do all other things that are in the best interests of its members. 
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ARTICLE 2 – Membership and Dues 

 Membership. 

(a) Members. Only a public district, public agency, or public organization created and 
operated for the purpose of controlling, treating, developing, acquiring, using or 
supplying water for any purpose for inhabitants or lands within the state of California, or 
for the protection, drainage or reclamation of lands within the state of California, may 
become a member of the Association. Such an entity will become a member upon 
written application, approval by the Board of Directors, and the payment of the required 
dues. Acceptance to membership shall authorize full participation in Association 
activities. Except as otherwise provided in Section 2.01(b) below, in no case may an 
organization other than a state, a political subdivision (as defined in § 1.103-1(b) of the 
Income Tax Regulations) of a state or an entity the income of which is excluded from 
gross income under § 115 of the Internal Revenue Code be a member of the 
Association. A member of the Association shall be in good standing if in compliance with 
all bylaws and requirements of membership, including timely payment of annual dues 
and emergency assessments. 

(b) Honorary Life Members. Any person who has rendered conspicuous service in furthering 
the purposes of the Association may, by vote of the Board of Directors, be granted an 
honorary life membership in the Association without payment of dues or assessments. All 
past presidents of the Association shall automatically be honorary life members without 
vote of the Board of Directors. Honorary life members shall not be entitled to a vote or to 
hold office automatically because of their status as honorary life members. 

(c) Termination of Members. Membership shall cease upon the failure of any member to 
pay the dues provided for in Section 2.02 of this Article. The membership of any member 
may be terminated at any time by such member sending written notification of its 
intention to withdraw to the Association’s principal office. The Board of Directors may 
terminate the membership of any member upon 30 days’ written notice by first-class mail 
when it is determined at any regular Board meeting or at any special Board meeting called 
for that purpose that continuance of such membership would not be in the best interests 
of the Association. Withdrawal or termination of membership ends any participation in 
Association activities and shall terminate a member’s interest in the Association’s assets. 

 Dues. The annual dues of each member of the Association shall be established by the 
Board of Directors; provided, however, that any member may apply for a change in its dues because of 
conditions that differentiate such applicant from other members. 

 Liability of Members. No member shall be liable for any obligation incurred by the 
Association with the following exception: (1) the payment of the annual dues while it remains a member; 
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and (2) the payment of emergency assessments, which shall not exceed 10 percent of current annual dues 
for each member in any calendar year while it remains a member. No emergency assessment may be 
levied against any member during its first two years of membership in the Association. 

ARTICLE 3 - Officers 

 President and Vice President. 

(a) General. The president and vice president of the Association shall be the elected officers 
of the Association. At the time of their election the president and vice president shall each 
be an elected or appointed member of the governing body or commission (as 
appropriate) of a member agency of the Association. The president and vice president 
shall be elected by the members of the Association by written ballot in each odd-
numbered year before the Association’s annual meeting, shall be announced at the 
Association’s annual meeting, shall take office on January 1 of the calendar year following 
election, and shall hold office until such time as their successors take office or are 
appointed. An elected president shall not be permitted to succeed himself/herself to that 
office. Except as provided in this Article, should vacancies occur in either office of the 
president or vice president, the Board of Directors shall appoint persons to fill such offices 
for the unexpired terms thereof. 

(b) President. The president shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors, the 
Executive Committee, and the general membership; shall appoint members of all 
committees, including the chair and vice chair of each, upon recommendation from 
members and regions (as communicated by the region chairs), with each such committee 
chair and vice chair ratified by the Board of Directors; and shall perform all other duties 
necessary to carry out the functions of the office. The president shall be a non-voting, ex 
officio member of each committee, but shall not be an ex officio member of the Election 
Committee or the region boards. 

The president may be expelled from office with or without cause, upon the satisfaction 
of the following two events: (1) a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors; and (2) a 
subsequent simple majority vote of the members of the Association during a meeting of 
the membership. 

(c) Vice President. The vice president shall, in the absence of the president, assume all of the 
duties of that office and, if a vacancy occurs, succeed thereto for the unexpired term. The 
vice president shall sit as a member of the Executive Committee of the ACWA Joint Powers 
Insurance Authority and shall perform such other duties as assigned by the president. The 
vice president shall be a non-voting, ex officio member of each committee, but shall not 
be an ex officio member of the Election Committee or the region boards. 
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The vice president may be expelled from office with or without cause, upon the 
satisfaction of the following two events: (1) a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors; 
and (2) a subsequent simple majority vote of the members of the Association during a 
meeting of the membership.  

 Executive Director/Secretary and Controller/Treasurer. 

(a) General. The executive director/secretary and controller/treasurer of the Association 
shall also be officers of the Association. The executive director/secretary shall be 
appointed by and hold office at the pleasure of the Board of Directors of the Association. 

(b) Executive Director/Secretary. The executive director/secretary shall: (1) advise and assist 
the Board of Directors, all committees, the boards of each region, and the workgroups of 
each region; (2) be responsible for administering the total operations of the Association; 
(3) employ, direct, and release all employed staff in accordance with the policies adopted 
by the Board of Directors and consistent with the budget adopted by the Board of 
Directors; (4) provide relevant information to the Board of Directors needed by the Board 
to take actions; (5) give members notice and record minutes of all meetings of the 
membership, Board of Directors, and Executive Committee; and (6) have such other 
powers and perform such other duties as may be provided and assigned by the Board of 
Directors directly or through the president of the Board or the Executive Committee. The 
executive director/secretary, with the assistance of the controller/treasurer, shall render 
a report to the Board of Directors at the first meeting following the close of each calendar 
year showing the membership of the Association, the receipts and expenditures during 
the year, and the work accomplished during the previous year. 

(c) Controller/Treasurer. The controller/treasurer shall report to and act under the direction 
of the executive director/secretary. The controller/treasurer shall be a signatory on all 
accounts held by the Association and shall act as a fiduciary for all assets of the 
Association. 

ARTICLE 4 – Board of Directors 

 Membership. The Board of Directors shall consist of: 

(a) The Association president and vice president. 

(b) The chair and vice chair of each region. 

(c) The chair of each standing committee. 

(d) The most immediate active past president. 

(e) The vice president of the ACWA/Joint Powers Insurance Authority. 
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 Term of Office. The term of office of all members of the Board of Directors shall 
commence on January 1 of the calendar year following election of the president and vice president, except 
for those persons who serve on the Board of Directors by nature of their position as chairs of standing 
committees, whose terms shall instead commence upon their ratification by the Board of Directors. 
Except as provided in Article 4, Section 4.11, the term of office for all members of the Board of Directors 
shall terminate on December 31 of the following odd-numbered year two years later, or until their 
successors take office. 

 Attendance Requirement. Any member of the Board of Directors who misses two 
consecutive regular Board meetings without being excused by the Board will no longer be a member of 
the Board of Directors. 

 Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held bimonthly at 
such times and places as the Board may determine. 

 Special Meetings. Special meetings may be called by the president upon the president’s 
own volition or shall be called by the president when requested in writing by five directors. Prior to 
conducting such a special meeting, the president shall consult with the Executive Committee to ensure 
that adequate information is available to the Board of Directors for any necessary decisions; and where 
such meeting is called upon the president’s own volition, the president shall also consult with the 
Executive Committee as to the necessity of the special meeting. Notice for special meetings shall be 
provided in the following manner: (1) upon 10 days’ written notice sent by mail to each director and 
addressed to each at the address as shown upon the records of the Association; or (2) upon 48 hours’ 
notice with notice provided by electronic means. When the meeting is called upon the president’s own 
volition, the president shall choose the form of notice; when the meeting is called by a request of five 
directors, the five directors shall choose the form of notice and the president shall promptly call the 
meeting. No business except those items described in the notice shall be transacted at any special 
meeting, except by consent of three-fourths of the members of the Board of Directors present. 

 Meetings by Electronic Communication. Any meeting of the Board of Directors, region 
boards, or any committee may be conducted, in whole or in part, by telephone, electronic transmission, 
or by electronic video screen communication. A member of the Board of Directors, a region board, or any 
committee shall be deemed present in person at the meeting if the following apply: 

(a) Each director, region board, or committee member participating in the meeting can 
communicate concurrently with all other directors, region board, or committee members. 

(b) Each director, region board or, committee member is provided the means of participating 
in all matters before the board, region board, or committee, including the capacity to 
propose, or to interpose an objection to, a specific action to be taken by the Association. 

 Quorum. At any meeting of the Board of Directors, the attendance of 50 percent of the 
voting members of the Board of Directors, or their permitted alternates as specified in these bylaws, shall 
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constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business. The Board may hold a closed session for 
discussion of personnel matters,; or enforcement of violations of the code of conduct,; pending or 
anticipated litigation or other legal matters, including, but not limited to, considering whether to file or 
join in an amicus brief; real property negotiations and discussions,; and other confidential matters as 
determined by the Board to the extent permitted by applicable law. (See Board Policy 2.1.8.3.) 

 Alternates. Each region shall designate an alternate for each chair and vice chair, who 
shall meet the qualification requirements for chair and vice chair, to act at meetings of the Board of 
Directors when the chair or vice chair is unable to attend. The vice chair of each standing committee will 
be the alternate to act at meetings of the Board of Directors when the standing committee chair is unable 
to attend. An alternate may not act or vote on behalf of more than one member of the Board of Directors. 
A member of the Board of Directors may not act as an alternate for any other member. 

 Vacancies for Standing Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs. Should a vacancy occur in the 
office of any standing committee chair or vice chair before the end of the term, the president shall appoint 
a new committee chair or vice chair to fulfill the unexpired term of such committee chair or vice chair 
subject to ratification by the Board of Directors. A vacancy in the office of any such standing committee 
chair or vice chair as described in the previous sentence shall be deemed to exist when the chair or vice 
chair: (1) resigns the office; (2) no longer is an officer, employee, or member of the governing body of a 
member agency of the Association, or other representative duly designated by a member agency of the 
Association to represent that member; or (3) is otherwise removed by a member agency of the 
Association. 

 Duties, Authorities, and Delegation. Subject to the provisions and limitations of California 
Nonprofit Corporation Law, other applicable laws, and the provisions of these bylaws, the Association’s 
activities and affairs are to be exercised by or under the direction of the Association’s Board of Directors. 
The Board of Directors is responsible for the overall supervision, control, and direction of the Association. 
The Board of Directors shall: (1) employ and release the executive director/secretary; (2) set performance 
expectations for the executive director/secretary; (3) receive, review, and consider approval of executive 
director/secretary recommended compensation, other terms and conditions of employment, and annual 
evaluations as prepared by the Executive Committee; (4) annually adopt a budget; and (5) set the level of 
dues for the Association. Except as to the duties listed in the previous sentence, and subject to Article 3, 
Section 2, the Board of Directors may delegate the supervision, control, and direction of the Association’s 
affairs to any person or group, including a committee, provided the Association Board retains ultimate 
responsibility for the actions of such person or group. Where such powers are delegated, the delegation 
shall be documented in writing. 

 Immediate Past President. The immediate past president automatically assumes this 
position after serving as the Association’s elected president and is a voting member of the Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee. The term of office for the immediate past president shall commence 
on January 1 of the calendar year following election of the president and vice president and shall 
terminate on December 31 of the following odd-numbered year two years later. In the event the most 
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immediate active past president is unavailable to serve, the most recent and available active past 
president in succession shall serve in this capacity. 

 Code of Conduct of Board Members. 

(a) Code of Conduct: Purpose and Adoption. The Board of Directors shall establish, 
and update as appropriate, a code of conduct for its Directors that recognizes the 
Association’s commitment of integrity, respect, and fair representation to its members 
and the public they serve and establishes minimum ethical standards for the performance 
of the duties of office. The code shall be consistent with the procedural processes 
contained in this section.  (See Code of Conduct Policy, Board Policy Manual, Policy No. 
GO-2.1A.) The code shall be consistent with the procedural processes contained in the 
Code of Conduct Policy. (See sections 2.1.3A and 2.1.4A of Policy GO-2.1A of the Board 
Policy Manual.) The code shall be distributed to all new Directors and shall be distributed 
annually to all members of the Association. 

(b) Violations and Enforcement Process. A violation of the code of conduct may result in 
removal, public censure, or private reprimand of a Director, or such other action as 
contained in the code of conduct. However, removal and public censure shall be reserved 
only for serious violations. A Director may not be removed or publically censured absent 
an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the voting members of the Board of Directors. A 
Director may be privately reprimanded for a violation of the code of conduct upon the 
majority vote of the quorum. Complaints of violation of the code of conduct may be filed 
with the president, or the vice-president if the allegations are made against the president. 
The president may refer a complaint of violation to the executive director/secretary for 
investigation. The executive director/secretary may retain a special investigator or special 
counsel to conduct or assist the investigation. A Director accused of a violation shall be 
provided a copy of the complaint. A Director that takes any hostile or retaliatory action, 
directly or indirectly, against a complainant is subject to removal from the Board in 
conformance with the process identified above. Prior to scheduling a Board action on a 
complaint, the president shall consult with the Executive Committee and the chair of the 
Legal Affairs Committee. A Director accused of a violation of the code of conduct shall be 
provided at least 15 days’ written notice of any meeting of the Board at which a 
determination of enforcement will be considered. A determination of enforcement may 
be made only at a regular meeting of the Board and shall be made in closed session. The 
determinations of the Board under this section shall not be admissible in any criminal or 
civil proceeding brought against the Director for conduct that violates any other law. 
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ARTICLE 5 – Regions 

 Boundaries of Each Region. 

(a) There shall be a maximum of 10 regions within the state. The Board of Directors shall 
determine the regional boundaries. Insofar as is practicable, the regions shall have a 
numerical balance in members of the Association; make geographic sense; and promote 
regional problem solving. 

(b) A member of the Association may file a written petition to the Board of Directors 
requesting a change in regions. Such petition shall set forth the reasons for such 
requested change. The Board shall, within a reasonable time, act upon such petition and 
set forth the reasons for its action. Such action by the Board shall be based on factors in 
Section 5.01(a) above, as well as others deemed by the Board of Directors to be relevant 
to the decision. 

 Officers. 

(a) The officers of each region shall be a chair and vice chair and three to five region board 
members who shall be elected by the region in each odd-numbered year.  A region may 
maintain a board of fewer than five but not less than three members as provided in the 
region’s rules and regulations. The officers of the region board shall take office on January 
1 of the calendar year following election and shall hold office for two years, or until their 
successors take office. Regions shall hold elections by electronic ballot. ACWA Association 
staff shall verify the legitimacy of the ballots. 

(b) The officers of each region shall: (1) exercise the powers and perform duties of the region 
during the interim between region meetings; and (2) make recommendations to the 
president regarding appointments to committees. The chair and vice chair shall be the 
region’s representatives to the ACWA Board of Directors. 

(c) Each officer of a region shall be an officer, employee, or member of the governing body 
of a member agency of the Association, or other representative duly designated by a 
member agency of the Association to represent that member at the time of the 
appointment. Where an individual ceases to meet these criteria during the term of the 
office, the individual may not serve during the remaining term of that office unless that 
individual can again meet the criteria for the office and is appointed to complete the term. 
The region board may adopt more stringent criteria for board member qualifications as 
part of the region’s rules and regulations. 

(d) Should a vacancy occur in any of the region board positions before the end of the term, 
the remaining members of the region board shall appoint a new member. A vacancy in 
the office of any region board position shall be deemed to exist when a region board 

57



BYLAWS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCIES 
 

As amended and restated by the ACWA Members on November 30, 2022 Page | 9 

member: (1) resigns the office; (2) no longer is an officer, employee, or member of the 
governing body of a member agency of the Association, or other representative duly 
designated by a member of the Association to represent that member; or (3) is otherwise 
removed by a member agency of the Association. 

 Nominating Committees. There shall be a nominating committee for each region 
consisting of three or more designees, each representing a member of the Association located within the 
region, appointed by the chair of the region and approved by the region board. Nominating committees 
shall be formed by February 28 of each odd-numbered year.  

 Meetings. The meetings of each region shall be held at both the spring and fall 
conferences and at such other times and places as may be determined by the region chair. 
Representatives of five or more members of the Association from the region present at any region 
meeting shall constitute a quorum for purposes of conducting the business of the region. Any meeting, 
regular or special, may be held in person or by telephone conference, web video conference, or other 
electronic video screen communication or electronic transmission, as set forth in Section 4.06. 

 Workgroups. Workgroups may be appointed by the region chair as needed. 

 Rules. Each region shall organize and adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of its 
meetings and affairs not inconsistent with the Articles of Incorporation or bylaws of the Association. Each 
region shall abide by the code of conduct adopted by the Board of Directors of the Association. 

ARTICLE 6 – Executive Committee 

 Membership. There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the following: the 
president of the Association, who shall be the chair thereof; the vice president; the most immediate active 
past president; the chair of the Finance Committee; and three at-large representatives selected from and 
by the members of the Board of Directors. The election of the three at-large representatives to the 
Executive Committee shall occur at the first Board of Directors meeting held in each even-numbered year 
and the elected representatives shall serve immediately following their election and until such time as 
their successors take office. To the extent practical, the Executive Committee should be constituted so as 
to reflect the geographic extent of the Association and the functions of the members of the Association. 

 Powers. The Executive Committee shall have the following authority: 

(a) Personnel. Subject to the budget adopted by the Board of Directors, the Executive 
Committee shall perform the following personnel actions: (1) recommend compensation 
for the executive director/secretary to the Board of Directors for approval; (2) perform 
annual reviews of the executive director/secretary and submit that review to the Board 
of Directors; (3) review and approve the classification and compensation plan and publicly 
posted salary schedule for Association employees submitted by the executive 
director/secretary, which shall be reviewable approved by the Board of Directors, in 
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closed session, upon request of the Board of Directors; (4) establish personnel policies for 
the conduct and behavior of employees, which shall be reviewable by the Board of 
Directors; and (5) undertake such other personnel actions as may be requested by the 
executive director/secretary in support of his or her oversight of all other personnel 
matters, which shall be reviewable by the Board of Directors, in closed session, upon 
request of the Board of Directors. 

(b) Delegation. The Executive Committee may act pursuant to any authority specifically 
delegated to it by the Board of Directors. The delegation shall indicate whether the 
authority is still subject to the ultimate authority of the Board. 

(c) Authority to Act Between Meetings. The Executive Committee may act for the Board of 
Directors between Board meetings when calling a special meeting of the Board of 
Directors is impracticable, provided that no such action of the Executive Committee shall 
be binding on the Board of Directors until authorized or approved by the Board. The 
Executive Committee has the authority to authorize actions recommended by the Legal 
Affairs Committee (such as the filing of letter briefs and amicus curiae briefs) by electronic 
means without the need for an in-person or telephonic meeting, but such actions shall be 
ratified by the Board of Directors at its next meeting. 

 Reporting. The president, or any person designated by the president, shall report to the 
Board of Directors, at each regular Board meeting, any action taken by the Executive Committee since the 
last preceding regular Board meeting. The minutes of Executive Committee meetings, which at that time 
may still be in draft form, shall be mailed (using the U.S. Postal Service, express delivery, electronic means, 
or otherwise) to each member of the Board of Directors at least five days prior to Board meetings, except 
in cases in which the Executive Committee meets during or immediately prior to a conference of the 
Association or immediately prior to a Board meeting, in which case the minutes, which may still be in draft 
form, shall be mailed to each director promptly thereafter. 

 Meetings. The Executive Committee shall hold regularly scheduled meetings as set by the 
president. Special meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the president upon notice to 
the members of that committee or upon written request of three Executive Committee members. Notice 
for special Executive Committee meetings shall be provided to the entire Board: (1) upon five days’ written 
notice sent by mail, or (2) upon 24 hours’ notice with notice provided by electronic means; and all such 
meetings shall be open to the Board of Directors. Any meeting, regular or special, may be held in person 
or by telephone conference, web video conference, or other electronic video screen communication or 
electronic transmission, as set forth in Section 4.06. All members of the Board of Directors may attend 
any meeting of the Executive Committee. Meetings of the Executive Committee may be closed to others 
at the discretion of the president or committee.  Only members of the Executive Committee are allowed 
to vote on matters at a meeting of the committee. 

 Minutes. The minutes of the Executive Committee meetings shall be kept by the 
executive director/secretary at the Association’s principal office. Actions of the Executive Committee shall 
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be reported to the Board of Directors as provided in Section 3 of this Article and shall be available to any 
member of the Board of Directors upon request to the executive director/secretary. 

ARTICLE 7 – Standing Committees 

 Qualification. In order to serve on any ACWA Association standing committee, an 
individual must be an officer, employee, or member of the governing body of a member agency of the 
Association, or other representative duly designated by a member agency of the Association to represent 
that member at the time of the appointment. Where an individual ceases to meet these criteria during 
the term of the appointment, the individual may not serve during the remaining term of that appointment 
unless that individual can again meet the criteria for appointment and is appointed to complete the term.  

 Term of Office. The term of office of standing committee members shall be two years 
commencing on January 1 of each even-numbered year. The term of office of standing committee chairs 
and vice chairs shall be approximately two years and shall commence as soon after January 1 of the even-
numbered year as they may be appointed by the president and ratified by the then-seated Board of 
Directors, and shall terminate on December 31 of the odd-numbered year approximately two years later 
or until their successors are appointed and ratified. 

 Meetings. Meetings of standing committees may be called at such times and places 
designated by the respective chair thereof except where provided otherwise by these bylaws. Any 
meetings of standing committees may be conducted, in whole or in part, by electronic transmission or by 
electronic video screen communication, as set forth in Section 4.06. Subject to the provisions of these 
bylaws and any actions that may be taken by the Board of Directors, the chairs of each standing committee 
may establish their own rules for the efficient operation of the committee they each chair. The chairs of 
each standing committee are authorized to create subcommittees and workgroups in order to complete 
the work of the committee. 

 Committee Composition. Each limited standing committee shall have a membership 
composition that is comprised of members in the quantity and with qualifications as defined by the 
provisions of these bylaws. The committee chair position shall not be included in the maximum count for 
determining the committee composition total of any given limited committee. The committee chair shall, 
however, be a voting member of their respective committees subject to the rules and procedures of each 
committee. If the chair is absent, the vice chair shall fill the role of the chair during such absence. 

 Agriculture Committee. There shall be an Agriculture Committee whose duty it shall be 
to recommend Association policy, positions and programs to the Board of Directors, State Legislative 
Committee, Federal Affairs Committee or other committees, as appropriate, regarding agricultural issues 
affecting the interests of ACWA the Association and its members. The committee shall consist of at least 
one member from each region. 

 Business Development Committee. There shall be a Business Development Committee 
whose duty it is to develop and recommend to the Board of Directors programs and activities to be 
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provided or administered by the Association that generate non-dues revenue and provide a service or 
benefit to member agencies. The committee shall consist of at least one member from each region and 
may include members from any of the other standing committees. 

 Communications Committee. There shall be a Communications Committee whose duty 
it shall be to develop and make recommendations to the Board of Directors regarding a comprehensive 
internal and external communications program for the Association and to promote development of sound 
public information and education programs and practices among member agencies. The committee shall 
consist of no more than 40 members. The committee shall consist of at least one member from each 
region. 

 Energy Committee. There shall be an Energy Committee whose duty it shall be to 
recommend policies and programs to the Board of Directors and to the State Legislative Committee 
and/or Federal Affairs Committee as appropriate. The committee shall consist of at least one member 
from each region. 

 Federal Affairs Committee. There shall be a Federal Affairs Committee whose duty it shall 
be to review all federal legislative proposals and regulatory proposals affecting member agencies, after 
consulting with other appropriate committees, and to develop Association positions consistent with 
existing policy, where it has been established; recommend sponsorship of bills that will resolve problems 
or improve conditions for member agencies; and assist in the establishment of the Association’s federal 
legislative program. The committee shall consist of at least one, but no more than five members from 
each region. 

 Finance Committee. There shall be a Finance Committee whose duty it shall be to make 
recommendations to the Board of Directors regarding annual budgets, dues formula and schedules and 
other revenue-producing income, annual audit and selection of an auditor, and investment strategies. The 
committee shall consist of the president and vice president of the Association as ex officio members, 
either the chair or vice chair from each of the Association’s 10 region boards, and one additional member 
from each region with experience in financial matters. 

 Groundwater Committee. There shall be a Groundwater Committee whose duty it shall 
be to recommend policies and programs to the Board of Directors and to the State Legislative Committee 
and/or Federal Affairs Committee as appropriate. The committee shall consist of at least one member 
from each region. 

 Legal Affairs Committee. There shall be a Legal Affairs Committee whose duty it shall be 
to support the mission of the Association, and more particularly to deal with requests for assistance 
involving legal matters of significance to member agencies, including but not limited to state and federal 
court litigation, water rights matters, selected regulatory and resources agency matters, proposed bylaw 
revisions, review of legislation as requested by the State Legislative Committee, etc. The committee shall 
consider matters and issues submitted to it in order to determine which ones are of major significance to 
the member agencies and, assuming a finding of major significance, recommend to the Board of Directors 
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the position(s) which the committee believes the Association should take with respect thereto. The 
committee shall be composed of between 34 and 44 attorneys, each of whom shall be a member of the 
California Bar and shall be, or act as, counsel for a member agency, representing diverse interests within 
the Association, including but not limited to, different geographical areas throughout the state, large and 
small agencies, agricultural and urban agencies, agencies created under the various enabling statutes, etc. 
The committee shall consist of at least one member from each region. 

 Local Government Committee. There shall be a Local Government Committee whose 
duty it shall be to recommend policies to the State Legislative Committee, as appropriate, and Board of 
Directors on matters affecting water agencies as a segment of local government in California. The 
committee shall consist of at least one, but no more than three members from each region. 

 Membership Committee. There shall be a Membership Committee whose duty it shall be 
to assist staff in developing membership recruitment and retention programs, make recommendations to 
the Board of Directors regarding membership policies, eligibility, and applications for membership and 
review and make recommendations to the Finance Committee regarding an equitable dues structure. The 
committee shall consist of at least one member from each region. 

 State Legislative Committee. There shall be a State Legislative Committee whose duty it 
shall be to review all state legislative proposals affecting member agencies and to establish Association 
positions, consistent with existing policy, where it has been established; sponsor bills that will resolve 
problems or improve conditions for member agencies; and assist in the establishment of the Association’s 
legislative program. The committee shall consist of members representing a variety of types of member 
agencies and at least one, but no more than four members from each region. 

 Water Management Committee. There shall be a Water Management Committee whose 
duty it shall be to recommend policy and programs to the Board of Directors on any area of concern in 
water management. The committee shall consist of at least one, but no more than four members from 
each region. 

 Water Quality Committee. There shall be a Water Quality Committee whose duty it shall 
be to develop and recommend Association policy, positions, and programs to the Board of Directors, to 
promote cost-effective state and federal water quality regulations that protect the public health, to 
enable interested member agencies to join together to develop and coordinate with other organizations, 
and to present unified comments regarding agricultural and domestic water quality regulations. The 
committee shall consist of at least one member from each region. 

ARTICLE 8 – Special Councils, Committees, and Task Forces 

 Council of Past Presidents. There shall be a Council of Past Presidents composed of all 
past presidents of the Association who serve on the council until each is no longer able to or wishes to 
serve. The council shall provide a mechanism for past presidents to continue to make valuable 
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contributions to the Association. With approval of the Board of Directors, the president and/or executive 
director/secretary may assign specific responsibilities to the council from time to time. Members of the 
Council of Past Presidents are invited to attend and participate in the Association’s Board and Executive 
Committee meetings, including attending closed sessions. With the exception of the immediate past 
president, members of the Council of Past Presidents are non-voting. 

 Election Committee. There shall be an Election Committee consisting of eleven 
representatives established by February 28 of each odd-numbered year, whose purpose shall be to 
present qualified individuals for the offices of president and vice president of the Association.  The Election 
Committee shall vet all candidates to determine if the eligibility criteria have been met. The Election 
Committee will endorse a preferred candidate for president and vice president before presenting an open 
ballot with all qualifying candidates to the members for a vote in the manner set forth in Section 9.10 and 
Section 9.11. 

(a) Selection.  The Election Committee shall be selected in the following manner: 

(1)  Each of the 10 currently seated Region Boards in the odd-numbered year shall appoint 
a representative from their respective regions to serve on the Election Committee. 

(2)  One representative appointed by the president in the odd-numbered year shall also 
serve on the Election Committee. Neither the president nor the vice president qualifies 
to be appointed to this position. 

(b) Qualification.  In order to serve on the Election Committee, an individual must be an 
officer, employee, or member of the governing body of a member agency of the 
Association, or other representative duly designated by a member agency of the 
Association to represent that member at the time of the appointment. Past presidents, 
who are Honorary Life Members of the Association, may also serve on the Election 
Committee without meeting stated qualifications unless otherwise disqualified. Where 
an individual ceases to meet these criteria during the election cycle, the individual may 
not continue to serve.  When the disqualified member represented a Region Board, the 
affected Region Board shall select a replacement representative.  When the disqualified 
member represented the President, the President shall select an alternate 
representative. 

Section 8.03. Other Committees and Task Forces. Other committees and task forces may be appointed 
by the president from time to time as needed, consistent with and supportive of the mission of the 
Association. 
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ARTICLE 9 – Meetings of Members 

 Meetings. Meetings of the members of the Association shall be held at the Association’s 
conferences to provide a report to the members on the Association’s activities during the past year, 
provide an overview of the Association’s finances, announce the newly elected president and vice 
president of the Association in each odd-numbered year, and to transact such other proper business as 
may come before the meeting.  

 Special Meetings. Special meetings of the members of the Association may be called by 
the Board of Directors, the president of the Board of Directors, or by 5 percent or more of the members 
of the Association. Except when called by the Board, a request for a special meeting must be in writing 
and must be delivered in person or mailed by first-class mail addressed to the president of the Board at 
the principal office of the Association, with a copy to the executive director/secretary. The request must 
state the general nature of the business proposed to be transacted at the meeting. 

A special meeting that has been called by written request of 5 percent of the member agencies of the 
Association to the Board of Directors shall be set by the Board of Directors on a date that is not less than 
35 or more than 90 days after receipt of the request.  

 Meetings by Remote Communication.  Any meeting of the members may be conducted, 
in whole or in part, by electronic transmission by and to the Association or by electronic video screen 
communication. The member shall be deemed present in person at the meeting if the following apply: 

(a) The Association implements reasonable measures to provide the member a reasonable 
opportunity to participate in the meeting and to vote on matters submitted to the 
members, including an opportunity to read or hear the proceedings of the meeting 
substantially concurrently with those proceedings. 

(b) If any member votes or takes other action at the meeting by means of electronic 
transmission to the Association or electronic video screen communication, a record of 
that vote or action is maintained by the Association. 

(c) The Association verifies that each person participating remotely is an authorized 
representative of a voting member. 

 Notice Requirements for Membership Meetings. Written notice of any membership 
meeting shall be given to each voting member of the Association. The notice shall state the date, time, 
and place of the meeting; the means by which members may participate; and the general nature of the 
business to be transacted. The member notification information shall also be posted on the Association’s 
website. 

Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws or California law, a written notice of regular membership 
meetings shall be given not less than 10 or more than 90 days before the date of the meeting to each 
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member who, on the record date for notice of the meeting, is entitled to vote; provided, however, that if 
notice is given by mail, and the notice is not mailed by first-class, registered, or certified mail, that notice 
shall be given not less than 20 days before the meeting. 

 Notice Requirements for Special Meetings. The executive director/secretary shall cause 
notice to be given to all members of the Association of the date, time, and place of the meeting and the 
general nature of the business to be transacted at the meeting. No business except that specified in the 
request and notice may be transacted at said special meeting. If notice of the requested special meeting 
is not given within 20 days after receipt of the request, the person or persons requesting the meeting may 
give the notice. 

 Voting. Each member of the Association in good standing at the time of the annual or 
special meeting shall be entitled to one vote that shall be cast by its authorized representative. Each 
member must designate its authorized representative prior to the annual or special meeting.  It is the 
member’s responsibility to designate or update its authorized representative as needed.  The Association 
may confirm with any member the identity of that member’s authorized representative for the purpose 
of casting ballots in any election of president and vice president, amendments to these Bylaws, or other 
Association business that requires a vote.  All questions, except amendments or revisions of these bylaws, 
shall be determined by a majority of the members present and voting. A roll call may be requested by any 
authorized representative. 

 Amendment of Bylaws. These bylaws may be amended or revised by two-thirds of the 
member agencies of the Association present and voting at any meeting. 

 Quorums. The presence of the authorized representatives of at least 50 members of the 
Association at any meeting of the members shall constitute a quorum for transacting business. Written 
ballots timely received from the authorized representative of 50 members shall constitute a quorum for 
elections of president and vice president. Actions taken by written ballot shall require the timely receipt 
of the written ballot from the authorized representatives of at least 50 members to constitute a quorum. 

 Amendments, Revisions, and Resolutions. Before any amendments or revisions to the 
bylaws, or resolutions, may be considered at any meeting of the Association, any such amendment, 
revision, or resolution shall be submitted to the executive director/secretary at least 90 days prior to the 
first day of such meeting. The executive director/secretary shall promptly distribute any proposed 
amendments or revisions to the Legal Affairs Committee for the Legal Affairs Committee to develop an 
unbiased analysis of the amendments or revisions. Following development of an analysis for the proposed 
amendments or revisions, the executive director/secretary shall distribute copies of any resolutions, 
amendments or revisions, including any applicable analyses, to all members of the Association not less 
than 10 days or more than 90 days prior to presentation at such meeting. The written notice of the 
membership meeting shall be given to each voting member of the Association consistent with the 
provisions defined in Section 9.04. The 90-day rule may be suspended at any meeting of the Association 
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by consent of three-fourths of the members present. Voting on resolutions, amendments, or revisions 
shall proceed as provided by Sections 9.06 and 9.07. 

 Nomination of President and Vice President.  

(a)   Qualification. At the time of their election, the president and vice president of the 
Association shall each be an elected or appointed member of the governing body or 
commission (as appropriate) of a member agency of the Association. 

(b)   Nominating Resolutions. All nominations for the positions of president and vice president 
shall be accompanied by an official resolution from the Association member agency on 
whose board the nominee serves. Said resolution shall be signed by an authorized 
signatory of the member agency’s Board of Directors. 

 Election of President and Vice President.  Each member of the Association in good 
standing at the time a vote is cast is entitled to one vote for election of the president and vice president 
that shall be cast by its authorized representative by written ballot.  The ballot and any related material 
may be sent by first class, registered, or certified mail or electronic transmission by the Corporation that 
meets the requirements of Corporations Code section 20, and responses may be returned to the 
Corporation by mail or electronic transmission.  On any written ballot for the election of president or vice 
president, an authorized representative acting on behalf of the member may write in a qualified candidate 
for election. Nominating resolutions for write-in candidates must be received by the deadline for the 
return of ballots. 

 Write-In Candidates.  If a write-in candidate prevails in any election for president or vice 
president, such individual shall not be officially elected into such position until the Election Committee 
confirms that the individual meets the eligibility criteria and qualifications requirements. 

 Run-off Election for President and Vice President.  In the event a nominee does not 
receive a majority of the votes for president or vice president, a run-off election shall be held for the office 
or offices for which a majority of the votes have not been received.  The run-off election shall only involve 
the nominees who received the two highest amounts of votes. The run-off election shall be conducted in 
the same manner as the initial election.   

 Additional Procedures for Election of President and Vice President. The Board shall have 
the authority to adopt policies for elections (“Election Policy”) of president and vice president setting forth 
the details for the election of such positions when not otherwise contrary to or covered by these bylaws. 

 Action by Written Ballot. To the extent permitted by applicable law and 
subject to all applicable requirements, any action that may be taken at a regular or special member 
meeting of the members may be approved by written ballot if a ballot is sent to each member entitled to 
vote on the matter. If approved by the Board, ballots may be sent and returned by electronic transmission 
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as permitted in the Corporations Code. Ballot format, solicitation and voting thresholds shall meet the 
requirements of the Corporations Code and be consistent with applicable provisions of these Bylaws. 

ARTICLE 10 –Indemnification of Directors, Officers, and Other Agents 

 Right of Indemnity. To the fullest extent permitted by law, this Corporation shall 
indemnify its Directors, Officers, employees, and other persons described in Section 7237(a) of the 
California Corporations Code, including persons formerly occupying any such position, against all 
expenses, judgments, fines, settlements and other amounts actually and reasonably incurred by them in 
connection with any “proceeding,” as that term is used in that Section, and including an action by or in 
the right of the Corporation, by reason of the fact that the person is or was a person described in that 
section. "Expenses," as used in this bylaw, shall have the same meaning as in Section 7237(a) of the 
California Corporations Code. 

 Approval of Indemnity. On written request to the Board by any person seeking 
indemnification under Section 7237(b) or Section 7237(c) of the California Corporations Code, the Board 
shall promptly determine under Section 7237(e) of the California Corporations Code whether the 
applicable standard of conduct set forth in Section 7237(b) or Section 7237(c) has been met and, if so, the 
Board shall authorize indemnification. 

 Advancement of Expenses. To the fullest extent permitted by law and except as 
otherwise determined by the Board in a specific instance, expenses incurred by a person seeking 
indemnification under these bylaws in defending any proceeding covered by those Sections shall be 
advanced by the Corporation before final disposition of the proceeding, on receipt by the Corporation of 
an undertaking by or on behalf of that person that the advance will be repaid unless it is ultimately 
determined that the person is entitled to be indemnified by the Corporation for those expenses. 

 Insurance. The Corporation shall have the right to purchase and maintain insurance to 
the full extent permitted by law on behalf of its Officers, Directors, employees, and other agents, against 
any liability asserted against or incurred by any officer, director, employee, or agent in such capacity or 
arising out of the officer’s, director’s, employee’s or agent’s status as such. 

ARTICLE 11 - Miscellaneous 

 Conduct of Meetings. All meetings of the Association shall be conducted in accord with 
the code of conduct and in substantial accordance with the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly 
Revised unless the Board adopts alternate rules of conduct for itself and/or its committees, region boards, 
and region workgroups. 

 Funds. The funds of the Association shall be used to further the aims and purposes of this 
Association. They shall be kept by the controller/treasurer and paid out by checks or other electronic 
means, which shall only be valid with two authorized signatures. The Board of Directors shall designate 
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by resolution which persons, other than the controller/treasurer, may sign for expenditures. The Finance 
Committee shall implement procedures to ensure necessary internal controls over the receipt and 
expenditures of Association funds and arrange for an external audit. Audit reports shall be presented to 
the Board of Directors. 

 Disposition of Assets upon Dissolution. The Association’s properties and assets are 
irrevocably dedicated to the fulfillment of the Association’s purposes as described in Article 2 of the 
Articles of Incorporation. No part of the Association’s net earnings, properties and assets, on dissolution 
or otherwise, may inure to the benefit of any private person. Upon the dissolution of the Association, all 
debts thereof shall be paid and its affairs settled, and all remaining assets shall be distributed to the 
Association’s member political subdivisions for a public purpose, consistent with the provisions of the 
California Nonprofit Corporation Law relating to mutual benefit corporations then in effect and with the 
Articles of Incorporation. 

 Definitions. As used in these bBylaws, the terms “electronic transmission” and “notice 
provided by electronic means” shall refer to notice and other communications given by fax or e-mail. 

 Conflicts Between Bylaws and Other Association Policies. To the extent 
permitted by applicable law, these Bylaws shall govern in the event there is a conflict between these 
Bylaws and another Association policy, rule, or procedure. 

Amended comprehensively December 1, 2010 
Amended May 9, 2012 
Amended May 7, 2014 
Amended December 2, 2015 
Amended November 29, 2017 
Amended & Restated November 30, 2022 
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2024 ACWA MEMBERSHIP MEETING
AUTHORIZED VOTING 

REPRESENTATIVE FORM

SUBMIT YOUR FORM
To: Donna Pangborn, Senior Clerk of the Board
Email: donnap@acwa.com
Fax: 916-669-2425

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
NOVEMBER 25, 2024

There will be a Membership Meeting at ACWA’s 2024 Fall Conference & Expo.

Date & Time: December 4, 2024, 1:30 p.m. 
Location: JW Marriott Desert Springs Resort & Spa, Palm Desert 
 Main Stage in the Springs Ballroom F & G

The purpose of the meeting is to conduct a vote by the membership on proposed Amended and Restated 
Bylaws of the Association of California Water Agencies as recommended by the Board of Directors at it meeting 
on September 20, 2024.

As set forth in Board Policy 2.8.1.5, each authorized voting representative has the responsibility to do the 
following in order to vote:
• Pick up handheld keypad or other designated voting mechanism prior to the start time of the membership 

meeting as specified in the meeting notice. 
• Be physically present and inside the meeting room at the start of the membership meeting as specified on 

the meeting agenda.

Pick up Voting Keypad and Ask Questions
ACWA staff will be at the Membership Meeting Check-In Desk on Wednesday, December 4, from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon. to answer questions about the membership meeting and voting process. Voters must sign in during this 
time to pick up their voting keypads. Note: If you do not have your keypad by noon., you will not be able to vote, 
consistent with established Board Policy 2.8.1.5.

The person designated below will attend the Membership Meeting on December 4 as our voting 
representative. An alternate has also been identified as a backup voter in the event one is needed.
Member Agency’s Name Agency’s Phone No.

Authorized Voting Representative’s 
Name

Authorized Voting Representative’s 
Email

Authorized Voting Representative’s 
Phone No.

Alternate Authorized Voting 
Representative’s Name

Alternate Authorized Voting 
Representative’s Email

Alternate Authorized Voting 
Representative’s Phone No.

  Member acknowledges that this information has been communicated to their authorized voting representative.

Print Name of Member Agency’s Authorized Signatory Date

X
Authorized Signatory Signature
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DATE: November 5, 2024

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Kelly Malloy, Strategic Communications Manager

SUBJECT: Consider Proposed CSDA Bylaw Amendments

Staff Recommendation 

Provide direction to staff regarding the Agency’s position on CSDA’s proposed Amended.

Summary 

San Bernardino Valley is a member of the California Special District’s Association (CSDA) and 

regularly participates in the voting process. There are proposed amendments to the Bylaws being 

considered and require a digital vote of the membership. Currently, the CEO/ General Manager is 

the designated representative to cast the electronic ballot.

Background

CSDA maintains Bylaws which set rules and procedures for the organization. A vote is being

conducted virtually for proposed Amended and Restated Bylaws with a November 20, 2024 

deadline. Proposed Bylaw changes generally include:

• Clarification that Retired Members are non-voting members;

• Clarification related to termination of membership;

• Addition of a section regarding Early Assumption of Office;

• Addition of procedures and clarification should there be a change in regular voting 

member affiliation;

• Update noticing, balloting and election timeframes to allow some additional flexibility in the 

Board election process; and

• Amend committee structure to allow Committee Vice-Chairs, with the exception of the 

CSDA Finance Corporation Committee, to be individuals from Regular Members districts 

in good standing.

The CEO/ General Manager can cast the Agency’s ballot digitally based on direction from the 

Board.
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District Strategic Plan Application

Participating in organizations, like ACWA, is part of the Agency’s commitment in Strategy 4 to 

Build trust by being a collaborative and resourceful partner through effective communication and 

engagement.

Fiscal Impact

There is no fiscal impact related to this item.

Attachments

1. Proposed CSDA Bylaws (redline)
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ARTICLE I – GENERAL  
 
Section 1.  Purpose: 
 
In addition to the general and specific purposes set forth in the Articles of Incorporation of the 
California Special Districts Association (hereinafter referred to as “CSDA”), CSDA will provide 
outreach, advocacy, professional development, information, and other various services to 
member districts.  CSDA will interact and collaborate, where appropriate, with the associations 
and groups that support or oppose its membership’s interests. The control and governance of 
CSDA shall be the responsibility of CSDA’s Board of Directors (the “Board of Directors”).  
 
Section 2.  CSDA Networks: 
 
The state of California shall be divided along county boundaries into six voting networks, using 
county boundaries to shape the respective networks.  The areas of the networks are determined 
by the Board of Directors of CSDA. A map of the six (6) networks of CSDA is attached as 
Exhibit A. 
  
 
Section 3.  Principal Office: 
 
The principal business office of CSDA is located at 1112 I Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, 
California 95814. The Board of Directors shall have authority to change the principal office from 
one location to another.  
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ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP 
 
Section 1.  Qualification of Membership:  
 
There may be several classes of membership in CSDA, as determined by the Board of 
Directors.  The following classes have been adopted: 
 

A. Regular Voting Members: 
 

Regular voting members shall be any public agency formed pursuant to either general 
law or special act for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions 
within limited boundaries, and which meets any one of the following criteria: 
 

1. Meets the definition of “independent special district” set forth in Government 
Code Section 56044 by having a legislative body comprised entirely of 
elected members, or which members are appointed to fixed terms; or 

 
2. The following public agencies: (a) air quality management districts; (b) air 

pollution control districts; (c) county water agencies or authorities; (d) transit 
or rapid transit districts, or transportation authorities; (e) metropolitan water 
districts; (f) flood control or water conservation districts; (g) sanitation 
agencies. 

 
Regular voting members shall not include any state, cities, counties, school districts, 
community college districts, local agency formation commissions (LAFCOs), dependent 
districts, or joint powers authorities (JPAs) except as may be specifically referenced 
above.  
 
Rights of Regular Membership: Regular voting members have voting privileges and may 
have a member of the Board of Directors or a managerial employee hold a seats on the 
Board of Directors. All Regular Members shall have the right to vote, as set forth in these 
bylaws, on the election of directors, on the disposition of all or substantially all of the 
corporation’s assets, on any merger and its principal terms and any amendment of those 
terms, and on any election to dissolve the corporation. In addition, Regular Members 
shall have all rights afforded members under the California Nonprofit Public Benefit 
Corporation Law.  
  
B. Associate Non-Voting Members: 

 
Associate members shall be public agencies such as dependent districts composed of 
appointees from a single public agency, cities, counties, joint powers authorities, and 
other public agencies that do not satisfy the criteria for regular voting membership 
specified in Section A above.   
 
Associate members have no voting privileges, except as approved members on a CSDA 
committee, and may not hold a seat on the Board of Directors. 
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C. Business Affiliate Non-Voting Members: 
 

Business Affiliate members shall be those businesses or organizations that provide 
products or services to special districts and have evidenced interest in the purposes and 
goals of CSDA. Business Affiliates have no voting privileges, except as approved 
members on a CSDA committee, and may not hold a seat on the Board of Directors. 
 
D. Retired Non-Voting Member (Individual Membership): 
Retired Individual members shall be those persons that are retired from service as a 
staff or board member at a special district and have at least 1 year of previous service.  
 
Retired members shall not be affiliated with or serve as a consultant to any agency 
eligible for regular, associate, or business affiliate membership in CSDA. Retired 
members cannot be employed by a company that provides services or products to 
special districts.  
 
Retired members have no voting privileges and may not hold a seat on the CSDA Board 
of Directors or any CSDA committees. 
 
CSDA benefits available to retired members shall be determined by the CSDA Board of 
Directors. 
 

Section 2.  Membership Application: 
 
Application for membership to CSDA will be directed to staff, who will determine if the 
applicant’s interest and purpose is in common with CSDA.  If the applicant meets the 
requirements of membership, the Board of Directors shall approve the new member by a 
majority vote of the Board at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting.  Acceptance to 
membership shall authorize participation in CSDA activities as specified in these Bylaws. The 
Board shall retain the authority to deny membership in CSDA at its discretion. 
 
Section 3.  Membership Dues: 
 
The membership dues of CSDA shall be established annually by a majority vote of the Board of 
Directors at a scheduled Board meeting.  Authority to adjust the dues shall remain with the 
Board of Directors. 
 
Section 4.  Membership Voting: 
 
Matters to be voted upon by the authorized voting membership shall be determined by the 
Board of Directors in accordance with these Bylaws.  Only those matters of which notice has 
been given to voting members by CSDA may be voted upon. 
 

A. Voting Designee: 
 

In accordance with these Bylaws, regular voting members in good standing shall have 
voting privileges.  The governing body of each regular voting member shall designate 
one representative from their respective district who shall have the authority to exercise 
the right of the regular voting member to vote.  Such voting designee shall be a Board 
member Member or managerial employee of the regular voting member.   
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B. Voting Authorization: 
 

Regular voting members who have paid the required dues as set by the Board of 
Directors are members in good standing.  Each regular voting member in good standing 
shall be entitled to one vote on all matters brought before the membership for vote at 
any meeting or by ballot. 
 
C. Non-Voting Members: 
 
CSDA may refer to Associate Members, Retired Members and Business Affiliate 
Members or other persons or entities associated with it, as “members”, even though 
those persons or entities are not voting Regular Members as set forth in Article II Section 
I A  hereof.  No such reference as “members” shall constitute anyone as a voting 
member of this corporation unless that person or entity has qualified for voting Regular 
Membership pursuant to Article II Section I A of these Bylaws. The Board of Directors 
may adopt policies which grant some or all of the rights of a Regular Member, other than 
voting rights, to an Associate Member, Retired Member or Business Affiliate Member, 
but no such person or entity shall be a Regular Member by virtue of such grant of rights. 
 

Section 5.  Membership Quorum: 
 

A. Meeting Quorum: 
 

Twenty-five voting designees, as defined in Article II, Section 4, present at any annual or 
special meeting of the CSDA shall constitute a quorum. No regular voting member shall 
have the right to vote by means of an absentee or proxy ballot. 

 
B. Mailed or Electronic Ballot Quorum: 

 
Mail ballots or electronic ballots received from 25 voting designees officially designated by 
each regular voting member shall constitute a quorum. Each regular voting member shall 
be entitled to one vote. No regular voting member shall have the right to vote by means of 
a proxy. 
 

Section 6.  Membership Meetings: 
 

A. Annual Business Meeting: 
 

The annual business meeting of the members shall be held at the CSDA Annual CSDA 
Conference at such time and place as determined by the Board of Directors or Staff.  
Written notice of the annual business meeting distributed by mail or electronically shall 
include all matters that the Board intends to present for action and vote by the members 
if such a vote is required. 
 
B. Special Meetings: 

 
Special meetings of the members may be called at any time by the President, by a 
majority of the Board of Directors, or at least a quorum of the members (25 members).  
Such a special meeting may be called by written request, specifying the general nature 
of the business proposed to be transacted and addressed to the attention of and 
submitted to the President of the Board. The President shall direct the Chief Executive 
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Officer to cause notice to be given promptly to the members stating that a special 
meeting will be held at a specific time and date fixed by the Board. No business other 
than the business that was set forth in the notice of the special meeting may be 
transacted at a special meeting. 
 
C.   Notice of Meetings: 

 
Whenever members are permittedIn any case that members are requested to take any 
action at any annual or special meeting, written notice of the meeting distributed by mail 
or electronically shall be given sent to each member entitled to vote at that meeting.  The 
notice shall specify the place, date and hour of the meeting, and the means of 
communication to be utilized by and between CSDA and its members, if any, through 
which members may participate in the meeting.  For the Annual Membership Meeting, 
the notice shall state the matters that the Board intends to present for action by the 
members.  For a special meeting the notice shall state the general nature of the 
business to be transacted and shall state that no other business may be transacted.  
The notice of any meeting at which directors are to be elected shall include the names of 
all persons who are nominees when notice is given.   
 
 1.  Notice Requirements.  Written notice of any annual membership meeting shall 
be given at least 45 days before the meeting date either personally, by first class 
registered or certified mail, or by electronic transmission. 
 
 2.   Electronic Notice.  Notice given by electronic transmission by CSDA shall be 
valid if delivered by either (a) facsimile telecommunication or electronic mail when 
directed to the facsimile number or electronic mail address for that main contact member 
on record with CSDA; (b) posting on an electronic message board or network website 
community that CSDA has designated for such communications, together with a 
separate electronic notice to each member of the posting; or (c) any other means of 
electronic communication.  Such electronic transmission must be directed to eacha 
member which has provided to CSDA an unrevokednot revoked consent to the use of 
electronic transmission for such communications.  The method of electronic 
communication utilized must create a record that is capable of retention, retrieval and 
review by CSDA. 
  
       All such electronic transmissions shall include a written statement that each 
member receiving such communication has the right to have the notice provided in non-
electronic form.  Any member may withdraw its consent to receive electronic 
transmissions in the place of written communications by providing written notice to 
CSDA of such withdrawal of consent. 
 
      Notice shall not be given by electronic transmission by CSDA if CSDA is 
unable to deliver two (2) consecutive notices to a member by that means, or otherwise 
becomes aware of the fact that the member cannot receive electronic communications. 
 

 D.   Electronic Meetings: 

Members not physically present in person at either an annual or special meeting of 
members may participate in such a meeting by electronic transmission or by electronic 
video screen communicationuse of web-based video communication software by and 
between such members and CSDA.  Any eligible member participating in a meeting 
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electronically shall be deemed present in person and eligible to vote at such a meeting, 
whether that meeting is to be held at a designated place, conducted entirely by means of 
electronic transmission, or conducted in part by electronic communication between 
CSDA and those members who are not capable of being physically present at such 
designated meeting place.  
 
Annual and special meetings of the members may be conducted in whole or in part by 
electronic transmission or by use of web-based video communication software electronic 
video screen communication by and between CSDA and its members if all of the 
following criteria are satisfied: (1) CSDA implements reasonable procedures to provide 
members participating by means of electronic communication a reasonable opportunity 
to participate in the meeting and to vote on matters submitted to the members, including 
an opportunity to hear the proceedings of the meeting including comments of members 
participating in person substantially concurrent with such proceedings; and (2) any votes 
cast by a member by means of electronic communication by and between CSDA and a 
member must be recorded and maintained in the minutes by CSDA. 
 
 
E. Majority Vote: 

 
 Any matter submitted to the membership for action or approval shall constitute the 
action or approval of the members only when: (1) the number of votes cast by regular 
voting members present at the meeting equals or exceeds the quorum requirement of 25 
registered votersregular voting members; and (2) the number of votes approving the 
action or proposal equals or exceeds a majority (i.e., 50% plus one) of the regular voting 
members present and casting votes on the issue. 
 
F. Solicitation of Written Ballots from Members: 

 
All solicitations of votes by written ballot, whether by means of electronic communication 
or first class mail, shall: (1) state the number of returned ballots needed to meet the 
quorum requirement ; (2) state, with respect to returned ballots other than for election of 
directors, that the majority of returned ballots must indicate approval of each measure in 
order to adopt such measure; and (3) specify the time by which the written ballot must 
be received by CSDA in order to be counted.  Each written ballot so distributed shall: (1) 
set forth the proposed action; (2) give members an opportunity to specify approval or 
disapproval of each proposal; and (3) provide a reasonable time in which to return the 
ballots to CSDA either electronically or by first class mail. 
 
Each written ballot distributed by first class mail shall be mailed to each regular voting 
member at least 45 days in advance of the date designated for return of the ballot by 
each such member to CSDA.  Written ballots transmitted electronically to members shall 
be electronically communicated at least 45 days in advance of the date designated for 
return of the ballot by each member to CSDA. 
 
G.    Return of Ballots: 
 
Written ballots shall be returned either by first class mail or by electronic communication 
to either the principal business address of CSDA or CSDA’s designated electronic 
format specified on the ballot prior to the close of business (5:00 pm) on the designated 
election date.  Written ballots received either by first class mail or electronic 
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communication from regular voting members after the specified date shall be invalid and 
shall not be counted. 
 

 H.    Number of Votes Required for Approval of Action on Written Ballot: 

Approval by written ballot shall be valid only when (1) the number of votes cast by 
written ballot either by means of electronic communication or first class mail within the 
specified time equals or exceeds the quorum required to be present at a meeting 
authorizing the action (25 votes); and (2) the number of approvals votes in favor of the 
action equals or exceeds the number of votes that would be required for approval at a 
meeting of members, (i.e. 50% plus one) of those participating members casting written 
ballots either electronically or by first class mail. 
 

Section 7.  Termination of Membership: 
 
A member shall not be in good standing, and membership may be terminated, Oon occurrence 
of any of the following events, a member shall no longer be in good standing, and membership 
may be terminated:  
 

A. Any member delinquent in the payment of dues for a period of three months after 
said dues are due and payable, shall be notified in writing of such arrearage, and 
shall be given written notice of possible termination.  If such delinquent dues remain 
unpaid for 45 days after notice, the delinquent member shall automatically cease to 
be a member of CSDA.  CSDA’s Chief Executive Officer may approve special 
payment arrangements if deemed necessary including with those districts that may 
be members of the Special District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA). 
 

B. Determination by the Board of Directors that a member has failed in a material and   
serious degree to observe the rules of conduct or operational policies of CSDA, 
including but not limited to the Corporation’s Anti-Trust Policies, or has engaged in 
conduct materially and seriously prejudicial to this CSDA’s purposes and interests. 

 
Section 8.  Procedure for Termination of Membership: 
 
If grounds exist for terminating the membership of a member under Section 7 hereofof these 
bylaws, the following procedures shall be followed: 
 

A. The Board of Directors shall give the member at least 15 days prior written notice of 
the proposed termination and the reasons for the proposed termination of 
membership. Notice shall may be given by any method reasonably calculated to 
provide actual notice. Notice given by mail shall be sent by first-class mail to the 
member’s last address as shown on CSDA records. 
 

B. The member shall be given an opportunity to be heardprovided an opportunity to 
contest the termination, either orally or in writing, at least 5 days before the effective 
date of the proposed termination of       membership. The A hearing meeting 
shall be held in a time and manner determined by the Chief Executive Officer, or the 
written statement considered, by the Board of Directors which is responsible for 
determining in its sole discretion whether the termination of membership should 
occur. 

 

81



Revised CSDA Bylaws – November 15XXXX XX, 20212024 Page 11 
 

C. The Board of Directors shall determine whether the membership shall be terminated.  
The decision of the Board of Directors shall be final. 

 
ARTICLE III – DIRECTORS 
 
Section 1.  Number of Directors: 
 
The authorized number of elected directors to serve on the Board of Directors shall be 18. Each 
regular voting member shall be limited to one seat on the Board. 
 
There shall be three directors elected from three different regular voting members in each of the 
six CSDA networks.  Directors elected from each of the six networks shall hold staggered three-
year terms.   
 
Section 2  Term of Office: 
 
Directors elected from each of the six networks shall hold staggered three-year terms.  After the 
annual election of directors, a meeting of the Board shall be held to ratify the election results.  
The term of office of the newly elected persons shall commence on the following January 1 and 
shall automatically terminate three years thereafter unless a newly elected or appointed Director 
is completing the remaining balance of an incomplete term due to a vacancy in a respective 
Director seat.  
 
Early Assumption of Office.: In such cases, if there is a candidate-elect who has won the 
election and is willing to assume office early to fill a vacant seat, the Board of Directors may 
allow the candidate-elect to assume office prior to the regular January 1 start date. 
 

Conditions: The candidate-elect assuming office early shall meet all eligibility 
requirements for Board membership. 

 
Ratification: The early assumption of office by the candidate-elect shall be subject to 
ratification by the Board of Directors at its next regularly scheduled meeting following the 
completion of the election. 

 
Change in Regular Voting Member Affiliation.: Any Director that is a board member or 
managerial employee of a member district and subsequently transitions to a board member or 
managerial employee position at another  regular voting member district in the same Network, 
shall retain their seat and term. 

Conditions: In order to retain voting rights on the CSDA Board of Directors, the Director 
shall provide a resolution or minute action from their new district within two months of the 
change affirming the individual Directors continued service on the CSDA Board of 
Directors. 

 
 
Section 3.  Nomination of Directors: 
 
Nomination of Directors seeking to serve on the Board shall be by network. Any regular voting 
member in good standing is eligible to nominate one person from their district to run for director 
of CSDA.  The CSDA director nominee shall be a member of the board of directors of the district 
or a managerial employee as defined by that district’s board of directors.  Nomination of the 
director designee shall be made by a resolution or minute action of the regular voting member’s 
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Board of Directors.  Only one individual from each regular voting member district may be 
nominated to run at each election.   
 
CSDA staff will review all nominations received and accept all that meet the qualifications set by 
these Bylaws.  A slate of each network’s qualified nominees will be transmitted by mail or 
electronic ballot to that network’s regular voting membership for election pursuant to Article III, 
Section 4 
 
Section 4.  Election of Directors: 
 
The Election and Bylaws Committee shall have primary responsibility for establishing and 
conducting elections for the Board of Directors.  The Committee may enforce any regulation to 
facilitate the conduct of said elections.  Directors shall be voted upon and elected by the regular 
voting members from the network from which they are nominated. 
 
The Election and Bylaws Committee shall meet each year to review, with CSDA staff, the 
networks where election of directors will be necessary.  The Committee will coordinate, with 
staff, the dates nomination requests shall be mailed to the regular voting members, the official 
date for the nomination requests to be received at the CSDA office, and set the date of the 
election. 
 

A. Written Notice: 
 

Written notice requesting nominations of candidates for election to the Board of Directors 
shall be sent by first class mail or electronically to each regular voting member in good 
standing on the date specified by the Election and Bylaws Committee, which shall be at 
least 120 100 days prior to the election.  The nominations must be received either by 
mail or electronically by CSDA before the established deadline which shall be no later 
than 60 days prior to the election.  Nominations received after the deadline date shall be 
deemed invalid.  In the event an incumbent does not re-run for their seat, the nomination 
period for that network shall be extended by ten days.  
 
B. Balloting and Election: 

 
Voting for directors shall be by written ballot distributed by mail or by electronic 
transmission by CSDA directly or via authorized third-party to members eligible to vote in 
each network. 
 
After the nomination period for directors is closed, a written ballot specifying the certified 
nominees in each network shall be distributed by first class mail or electronically to each 
regular voting member in that network.  Each such regular member in good standing in 
each network shall be entitled to cast one vote for each of that network’s open seats on 
the Board. In the event there is more than one seat available for election, regular 
members shall be entitled to a number of votes equal to the seats available for election 
in their network. 
 
The ballot for each network shall contain all nominations accepted and approved by 
CSDA staff.  In the event there is only one nomination in a network, the nominee shall 
automatically assume the Seat up for election and a ballot shall not be mailed or 
electronically transmitted.  Staff will execute a Proof of Service certifying the date upon 
which all regular voting members of each network were sent a ballot, either by first class 
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mail or by electronic transmission.  The form of written ballot and any related materials 
sent by electronic transmission by CSDA and completed ballots returned to CSDA by 
electronic transmission by participating members must comply with all of the 
requirements of Article II, Section 6(F-H) of these Bylaws. If a member does not consent 
to electronic communication for balloting purposes, a form of written ballot will be mailed 
to such participating member no later than 45 days prior to the date scheduled for such 
election.  All written ballots shall indicate that each participating member may return the 
ballot by electronic communication or first classfirst-class mail.     
 
All solicitations of votes by written ballot shall: (1) state the number of returned ballots 
needed to meet the quorum requirement ; (2) state, with respect to ballots for election of 
directors, that those nominees receiving the highest number of votes for each Board 
position subject to election will be certified as elected to that Board position. 
 
Election of a nominee to a Board position shall be valid only when: (1) the number of 
votes cast by written ballot, transmitted either electronically or by first class mail, within 
the time specified, equals or exceeds the quorum required to be present at a meeting of 
members authorized in such action ; and (2) the number of written ballots approving the 
election of a nominee must be the highest number of votes cast for each respective 
Board position subject to election. as would be required for an election of a nominee at a 
meeting of the members.  
 
Written ballots shall be returned either by first class mail or by electronic mail 
communication to either the principal business address of CSDA or CSDA’s designated 
electronic format specified on the ballot prior to the close of business (5:00 pm) on the 
designated election date, which shall be at least 45 30 days prior to the Annual 
Conference.  Written ballots received either by first class mail or electronic 
communication after the specified date shall be invalid and shall not be counted. 
 
All written ballots received by mail shall remain sealed until opened in the presence of 
the Election and Bylaws Committee chairperson or their designee. All electronic ballots 
will be prepared, distributed, authenticated, received, tabulated, and kept secure and 
confidential. Election documents will be retained as outlined in CSDA’s Board approved 
records retention policy. 
 

Section 5.  Event of Tie: 
 
In the event of a tie vote, a supplemental written ballot containing only the names of those 
candidates receiving the same number of votes shall be distributed either by first class mail or 
electronically to each regular voting member in the network where the tie vote occurred. 
 
Those written ballots received by mail or electronically prior to the close of business (5:00 pm) 
on the date designated by the Election and Bylaws Committee shall be considered valid and 
counted.  All supplemental written ballots received after the designated date whether by first 
class mail or electronically shall be deemed invalid. All written ballots received either by mail or 
electronically shall remain sealed as provided in Article III, Section 4.B of these Bylaws. 
 
In the event the supplemental written ballot also results in a tie vote, the successful candidate 
will be chosen by a drawing by lot. 
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Section 6.  Director Vacancy: 
 
In the event of a director vacating their seat on the Board of Directors, an individual who meets 
the qualifications as specified in these Article III Section 3 of these Bbylaws may be appointed 
or elected to complete the director’s unexpired term.   
 

A. Two or Three Vacant Seats in the Same Network: 
 

In the event more than one seat on the CSDA Board of Directors in any one network is 
vacant at the same time, such vacancies shall be filled by election.  A written ballot shall 
be prepared; listing all nominees for that network accepted and approved by CSDA and 
distributed o each regular voting member in each such network either by first class mail 
or by electronic communication pursuant to the provisions of Article III, Section 4.A and 
B of these Bylaws 
 
Regular members of each network shall be entitled to cast one vote for each open seat 
in that network by returning a completed written ballot to CSDA either by first class mail 
or by electronic communication.  The candidate receiving the most votes will be elected 
to the vacant seat with the longest remaining term.  The candidate receiving the second 
highest number of votes will be elected to fill the vacant seat with the second longest 
remaining term.  The candidate receiving the third highest number of votes will be 
elected to fill the vacant position with the third longest remaining term. 
 
B. Vacancy Outside of Nomination Period 
 
In the event of a vacancy occurring outside of the nomination period timeframe, at the 
discretion of the CSDA Board, the vacancy may be filled by appointment or special 
election. The CSDA Board at its discretion may leave a vacancy that occurs outside of 
the nomination period unfilled until the next regularly scheduled election.  
 
Should the CSDA Board choose to fill the vacancy by appointment, notification of the 
vacancy and request for nominations shall be sent by regular mail or electronic 
communication to all regular members in good standing in the network in which the 
vacancy occurred. The network’s existing directors sitting on the CSDA Board shall 
interview all interested candidates of that network and bring a recommendation to the 
CSDA Board of Directors for consideration.  The Board shall make the appointment to fill 
the unexpired term of the vacated Board position. 
 
Should the CSDA Board choose to fill the vacancy by special election, written notification 
of the vacancy and request for nominations shall be sent either by first class mail or 
electronically to each regular member in good standing in the network in which the 
vacancy occurred.  Nominations will be accepted for the vacant seat by first class mail or 
by electronic communication and shall be placed on the written ballot for election in that 
network. Such election shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of Article III, 
Section 4.A and B hereof.  

 
C. Vacancy During Nomination Period: 

 
In the event of a vacancy occurring during the nomination period, the vacancy shall be 
filled by election.  Written notification of the vacancy and request for nominations shall 
be sent either by first class mail or electronically to each regular member in the network 
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in which the vacancy occurred.  Nominations will be accepted for the vacant seat by first 
class mail or by electronic communication and shall be placed on the written ballot for 
election in that network. Such election shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of 
Article III, Section 4.A and B hereofof these bylaws. 
 
 

Section 7.  Director Disqualification: 
  

A. A director shall become disqualified from further service on the Board of Directors or 
any committee upon the occurrence of any of the following: 

 
1. A director’s district is no longer a member of CSDA;  
2. A director is no longer a board member or an employee of a member district; 
2.3. A director is no longer a board member or an managerial employee of a 

regular member district in the Network they were elected or appointed from; 
3.4. A director is elected or appointed to the Board of Directors of the Special 

District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA) or  
4.5. A director’s resignation from CSDA. 

 
Any officer or director may resign at any time by giving written notice to the 
President or CEO. Any such resignation shall take effect at the date of the receipt of 
such notice or at any time specified therein. 

 
B. The position of a director may be declared vacant by a majority vote of the CSDA 

Board of Directors when a director is unexcused and fails to attend three 
consecutive meetings of the Board or has not completed the Board Member 
requirements and expectations as outlined in policy. 
 

 
Section 8.  Powers of Directors: 
 
Subject to the limitations of these Bylaws, the Articles of Incorporation, and the California 
General Nonprofit Corporation Law, all corporate powers of the CSDA shall be exercised by or 
under the authority of the Board of Directors. 
 
Directors shall serve without compensation. However, they shall be allowed reasonable 
reimbursement for pre-approved expenses incurred in the performance of their duties as 
Directors.  
 
Annual Report:  The Board of Directors shall cause an annual report to be sent to the 
members within 120 days after the end CSDA’s fiscal year. That report shall contain the 
following information, in appropriate detail: 
 

• The assets and liabilities of CSDA as of the end of the fiscal year; 
• The principal changes in assets and liabilities; 
• CSDA’s revenue or receipts, both unrestricted and restricted to particular purposes; 
• CSDA’s expenses or disbursements for both general and restricted purposes. 

 
The CSDA Annual Financial Audit shall serve as the Annual Report of CSDA.  
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Section 9.  No Dual Directorships: 
 
During any period that CSDA is a participant in the Alliance Executive Council Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU), the Board of Directors of CSDA shall appoint three (3) members of its 
board to serve as members of the Alliance Executive Council. No member of the Board of 
Directors of CSDA shall serve as a director on the board of SDRMA during the term of the 
MOU. In the event a director is elected to SDRMA, that director shall immediately be disqualified 
from further service on the Board of Directors of CSDA. 
 
 
ARTICLE IV – DIRECTOR MEETINGS 
 
Section 1.  Place of Meetings: 
 
Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held in the state of California, at such places as the 
Board may determine. Directors may participate and have voting privileges remotely from other 
states and countries. 
 
Section 2.  Ratification Meeting: 
 
Following the election of Directors, the Board shall hold a meeting at such time and place as 
determined by the Board for the purpose of ratifying the newly elected directors and to transact 
other business of CSDA. 
 
Section 3.  Organization Meeting: 
 
After the ratification meeting, an organizational meeting of the Board shall be held at such time 
and place as determined by the Board for the purpose of electing the officers of the Board of 
Directors and the transaction of other business of CSDA. 
 
Section 4.  Planning Session: 
 
As directed by the Board of Directors, a special Strategic Planning Meeting shall be held to 
review, evaluate, and update the plans, policies and activities related to the business interests 
of CSDA. Timing and intervals of the Strategic Planning Meeting shall be determined by the 
Board of Directors. 
 
Section 5.  Regular Meetings: 
 
The dates of the regular meetings of the Board of Directors on an annual basis shall be ratified 
at the last Board meeting of the previous year.  The meetings shall be held at such time and 
place as the Board may determine.  The dates and places of the Board meetings shall be 
published in the CSDA’s publications for the benefit of the members. 
 
Section 6.  Special Meetings:   
 
A special meeting of the Board of Directors may be called for any purpose at any time by the 
President or by any group of 10 directors or as described in Article II, Section 6.B.   
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Such meetings may be held at any place designated by the Board of Directors.  In the event 
directors are unable to personally attend the special meeting, teleconferencing means will be 
made available. 
 
Notice of the time and place of special meetings shall be given personally to the directors, 
ordirectors or sent by written or electronic communication.  All written notices shall be sent at 
least ten days prior to the special meeting and electronic notices at least five days prior. 
 
Section 7.  Board of Directors Meeting Quorum: 
 
A quorum of the Board of Directors for the purpose of transacting business of the CSDA shall 
consist of ten directors.  A majority vote among at least ten directors present at a duly noticed 
meeting shall constitute action of the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 8.  Board Meetings by Telephone and Electronic Communications: 
 
Any Board meeting may be held by conference telephone, use of web-based video 
communication software video screen communication or other electronic communications 
equipment.  Participation in such a meeting under this Section shall constitute presence in 
person at the meeting if both of the following apply: (a) each Board member participating in the 
meeting can communicate concurrently with all other Board members; and (b) each member of 
the Board is provided a means of participating in all matters before the Board, including the 
capacity to propose or interpose an objection to a specific action to be taken by CSDA, and the 
capacity to vote on any proposal requiring action of the Board. 
 
Section 9.  Official Records: 
 
All official records of the meetings of the CSDA shall be maintained at the principal business 
office of the CSDA or on official CSDA electronic file server(s). 
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ARTICLE V – OFFICERS 
 
Section 1.  Number and Selection: 
 
The officers of CSDA shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and the 
Immediate Past President.  The officers shall be elected annually from the members of the 
Board of Directors without reference to networks.  All officers shall be subordinate and 
responsible to the CSDA Board of Directors and shall serve without compensation. 
 
Each officer shall hold office for the term of one year, or until resignation or disqualification. 
 
The Board of Directors may appoint such other officers as the business of CSDA may require.  
Each of the appointed officers shall hold office for such period, have such authority, and perform 
such duties as are provided in these Bylaws or as the Board of Directors may determine. 
 
Section 2.  Duties of the President: 
 
The President shall be the chief officer of the CSDA and shall, subject to the approval of the 
Board of Directors, give supervision and direction to the business and affairs of CSDA. 
 
The President shall preside at all Board of Director and membership meetings.  The President 
shall be an ex-officio member of all Standing Committees.  The President shall appoint 
committee chairs and vice-chairs and members of the Standing Committees, subject to 
confirmation by the Board of Directors. 
 
The President shall have the general powers, duties and management usually vested in the 
office of the president of a corporation.  The President shall have such other powers and duties 
as may be prescribed by these Bylaws or by the vote of the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 3.  Duties of the Vice President: 
 
In the absence of, or disability of the President, the Vice President shall perform all of the duties 
of the President.  When so acting, the Vice President shall have all the powers of the President, 
and be subject to all the restrictions upon the President. 
 
The Vice President shall be an ex-officio member of all of the Standing Committees. 
 
Section 4.  Duties of the Secretary: 
 
The Secretary or a designee appointed by the Board of Directors shall give notice of meetings 
to the Board of Directors, and notices of meetings to the members as provided by these Bylaws. 
 
The Secretary or designee shall record and keep all motions and resolutions of the Board.  A 
record of all meetings of the Board and of the members shall be maintained.  All written records 
of the Secretary shall be kept at the business office of CSDA. 
 
A list of the membership of CSDA shall be maintained by the Secretary or such designee.  Such 
record shall contain the name, address and type of membership, of each member.  The date of 
membership shall be recorded, and in the event the membership ceases, the date of 
termination.   
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The Secretary or designee shall perform such other duties as may be required by law, by these 
Bylaws, or by the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 5.  Duties of the Treasurer: 
 
The Treasurer or a designee appointed by the Board of Directors shall keep and maintain 
adequate and correct accounts of the properties and the business transactions of CSDA, 
including accounts of its assets, liabilities, receipts, disbursements, gains and losses.  The 
books of account shall at all times be open to inspection by any director or member of the 
CSDA. 
 
The Treasurer or designee shall be responsible to cause the deposit of all moneys of the CSDA, 
and other valuables in the name and to the credit of CSDA, with such depositories as may be 
designated by the Board of Directors. 
 
The Treasurer or designee, shall disburse, or cause to be disbursed by persons as authorized 
by resolution of the Board of Directors, the funds of CSDA, as ordered by the Board of 
Directors. 
 
The Treasurer or designee shall serve as chair of the CSDA Fiscal Committee.  The Treasurer 
shall render to the President and the Board of Directors an account of all financial transactions 
and the financial condition of CSDA at each Board meeting and on an annual basis, or upon 
request of the Board. 
 
The Treasurer or designee shall, after the close of the fiscal year of CSDA, cause an annual 
audit of the financial condition of CSDA to be done. 
 
The Treasurer or such designee shall perform such other duties as may be required by law, by 
these Bylaws, or by the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 6.  Disbursement of Funds: 
 
No funds shall be disbursed by CSDA unless a check, draft or other evidence of such 
disbursement has been executed on behalf of CSDA by persons authorized by resolution of the 
Board of Directors. 
 
Section 7.  Removal of Officers: 
 
Officers of the Board may be removed with or without cause at any meeting of the Board of 
Directors by the affirmative vote of a majority of the Board of Directors present at such meeting. 
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ARTICLE VI – COMMITTEES 
 
Section 1.  Committee Structure: 
 
Each committee shall have a chair and a vice-chair. Committee chairs shall be a member of the 
Board of Directors, except for the CSDA Finance Corporation Committee.  Committee Vice-
Chairs may be individuals from Regular Member districts in good standing upon appointment by 
the CSDA Board President and ratification by the CSDA Board of Directors.  Each committee 
shall have at least two Board members and no more than nine Board members.  Directors may 
be appointed as alternate members of a committee, in the event of an absent committee 
member. 
 
Other members of any committee may include designees of regular, associate or Business 
Affiliate members.   
 
Section 2.  Committee Actions: 
 
All actions of any committee of the CSDA shall be governed by and taken in accordance with 
the provisions of these Bylaws.  All committees shall serve at the pleasure of the Board and 
have such authority as provided by the Board of Directors. Minutes of each committee meeting 
shall be kept maintained and each committee shall present a report to the Board of Directors at 
each regularly scheduled Board meeting. 
 
No committee may take any final action on any matter that, under these Bylaws, or under the 
California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law, also requires approval of the members of 
the CSDA. 
 
All committees, regardless of Board resolution, are restricted from any of the following actions 
as imposed by the California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law: 
 

• No committee may fill vacancies on the Board of Directors or on any committee that has 
authority of the Board, establish any other committees of the Board, or appoint the 
members of the committees of the Board. 

 
• No committee may fix compensation of the directors for serving on the Board or on any 

committee, expend corporate funds to support a nominee for director, or approve any 
contract or transaction to which CSDA is a party and in which one or more of its directors 
has a material financial interest. 

 
• No committee may amend or repeal Bylaws or adopt new Bylaws or amend or repeal 

any resolution of the Board that by its express terms is not subject to amendment or 
repeal. 

 
Section 3.  Committee Meetings: 
 
Meetings of the committees of CSDA shall be held in accordance with the provisions of these 
Bylaws.  The time and place for regular meetings of such committees may be determined by the 
Board or by such committees.  Special meetings of the committees may be called by the chair 
of such committee, or by the Board of Directors. 
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Written notice of any regular or special committee meeting may be given either personally, by 
first class mail, or by electronic transmission as specified in Article II, Section 6.C.2 of these 
Bylaws.  Any committee meeting may also be held by conference telephone, use of web-based 
video communication softwareweb conference or other electronic communication equipment.  
Participation in such a meeting under this Section shall constitute presence in person at the 
committee meeting if both of the following apply: (a) each committee member participating in the 
meeting can communicate concurrently with all other committee members; and (b) each 
member of the committee is provided a means of participating in all matters before the 
committee, including the capacity to propose or interpose an objection to a specific action to be 
taken by that committee, and the capacity to vote on any proposal requiring action or 
recommendation by the committee. 
 
 
Section 4.  Standing Committees: 
 
Standing Committees of CSDA shall be advisory in nature except for the Finance Corporation 
(see Section 4D).  The Standing Committees are:  Executive, Professional Development, 
Elections and Bylaw, Finance Corporation, Fiscal, Legislative, Member Services and Audit.  
 
The President shall recommend the appointment of committee officers and members of each 
Standing Committee except the Executive Committee.  All committee members are subject to 
ratification by the Board of Directors. 
 

A. Executive Committee: 
  
The Executive Committee shall consist of all officers of CSDA: the President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and the Immediate Past President of CSDA.  If the 
Immediate Past President is no longer a member of the Board of Directors, a previous 
past president may be appointed.  If there are no directors who have served previously 
as President, the President shall appoint a current director to serve as a member of the 
Executive Committee. 
 
Subject to these Bylaws and approval of the Board of Directors, the Executive 
Committee shall have full power, authority and responsibility for the operation and 
function of the CSDA. 
 
B. Professional Development Committee: 

 
The Professional Development Committee shall provide advice, feedback and general 
guidance for CSDA professional development programs and events.   
 
C. Election and Bylaws Committee: 
 
The Election and Bylaws Committee shall be responsible for conducting all elections for 
the CSDA Board of Directors as provided in these Bylaws. The Committee shall annually 
review the Bylaws and shall be responsible for membership vote on any bylaw changes 
and approval of election materials. 
 
D. Finance Corporation Committee: 
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The Finance Corporation Committee shall serve as ex officio members of the Board of 
Directors of the CSDA Finance Corporation, a California non-profit public benefit 
corporation organized to provide financial assistance to CSDA members in acquiring, 
constructing and financing various public facilities and equipment for the use and benefit 
of the public.  The Finance Corporation Committee is not an advisory committee, but 
rather has all of the powers described in the CSDA Finance Corporation Bylaws, which 
are incorporated herein by this reference.  Such powers include the powers to manage 
and control the business affairs of the corporation, to approve policies for the 
corporation’s operations, and to enter into all contracts necessary to provide financial 
assistance to CSDA members. 
 
E. Fiscal Committee: 

 
The Treasurer shall serve as the chair of the Fiscal Committee and shall, with the 
Committee, be responsible for oversight of all the financial transactions of the CSDA.  An 
annual budget shall be reviewed by the committee and ratified by the Board of Directors. 
 
F. Legislative Committee: 

 
The Legislative Committee shall be responsible for the development of CSDA’s 
legislative agenda and advocacy priorities.  The Legislative Committee shall review, 
direct and assist the CSDA Advocacy and Public Affairs Department with legislative and 
public policy issues. 
 
G. Member Services Committee: 

 
The Member Services Committee shall be responsible for recruitment and retention 
activities as well as recommendation of new members and benefits to the CSDA Board 
of Directors.  All new members shall be ratified by the Board of Directors. 
 
H. Audit Committee: 

 
The Audit Committee is responsible for maintaining and updating internal controls. The 
Committee selects the Auditor for Board of Directors approval and provides guidance to 
the auditors on possible audit and fraud risks. The Committee reviews the audit and 
management letter and makes recommendation to the Board of Directors for action. 
 

Section 5.  Ad Hoc Committees: 
 
The President may appoint other Ad Hoc Committees and their officers as may be determined 
necessary for the proper operation of the CSDA.  The Standing Committees and the Ad Hoc 
Committees shall plan and authorize such programs as may be directed by the Board of 
Directors. 
 
The Ad Hoc Committees shall be advisory in nature and shall be composed of at least two 
members of the Board of Directors.  Other members of such committees may include designees 
of regular, associate or professional members, or members of the public, as approved by the 
Board of Directors. 
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Section 6.  Special Committee of the Board: 
 
A Special Committee may be granted authority of the Board as a Committee of the Board, as 
required by the California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law, provided by a specific 
resolution adopted by a majority of the Board of Directors then in office.  In such case, the 
Special Committee shall be composed exclusively of two or more directors, but less than a 
quorum of the Board of Directors. 
 
 
ARTICLE VII – INDEMNIFICATION 
 
Section 1.  Right of Indemnity: 
 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, the CSDA shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless both 
its past and present directors, officers, employees and other persons described in Section 
5238(a) of the California Corporations Code, against any and all actions, expenses, fines, 
judgments, claims, liabilities, settlements and other amounts reasonably incurred by them in 
connection with any “proceeding”, as that term is used in the Section 5238(a) of the California 
Corporations Code. 
 
“Expenses”, as used in these Bylaws, shall have the same meaning as in Section 5238(a) of the 
California Corporations Code. 
 
Section 2.  Approval of Indemnity: 
 
On written request to the Board by any person seeking indemnification under Section 5238(b) or 
Section 5238(c) of the California Corporations Code, the Board shall promptly determine under 
Section 5238(e) of the California Corporations code whether the applicable standard of conduct 
set forth in Section 5238(b) or Section 5238(c) has been met, and if so, the Board shall 
authorize indemnification.   
 
If the Board cannot authorize indemnification because the number of directors who are parties 
to the proceeding with respect to which indemnification is sought prevents the formation of a 
quorum of directors who are not parties to that proceeding, the Board shall promptly call a 
meeting of the members.   
 
At the request for indemnification meeting, the members shall determine under Section 5238(e) 
of the California Corporations Code whether the applicable standard or conduct set forth in 
Section 5238(b) or Section 5238(c) has been met, and, if so, the members present at the 
meeting in person or by proxy shall authorize indemnification.  
 
Section 3.  Insurance: 
 
CSDA shall have the right to purchase and maintain insurance to the full extent permitted by 
law, on behalf of its officers, directors, employees, and agents, against any liability asserted 
against or incurred by any officer, director, employee or agent in such capacity, or arising out of 
the officer’s, director’s, employee’s, or agent’s status as such. 
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Section 4.  Liability: 
 
No member, individual, director, or staff member of the CSDA shall be personally liable to the 
CSDA’s creditors, or for any indebtedness or liability.  Any and all creditors shall look only to the 
CSDA’s assets for payment. 
 
 
ARTICLE VIII – AFFILIATED CHAPTERS 
 
Section 1.  Purpose: 
 
The purpose of affiliated chapters is to provide local forums of members for the discussion, 
consideration and interchange of ideas concerning matters relating to the purposes and powers 
of special districts and the CSDA. 
 
The affiliated chapters may meet to discuss issues bearing upon special districts and the CSDA.  
The chapters may make recommendations to the CSDA’s Board of Directors. 
 
Section 2.  Organization: 
 
The regular voting members of CSDA are encouraged to create and establish affiliated 
chapters.  In order to be recognized as a CSDA Chapter, each Chapter must approve and 
execute a Chapter Affiliation Agreement in order to obtain the right to use the CSDA name, 
logo, membership mailing list, intellectual property, endorsements, and CSDA staff support and 
technical assistance in conducting Chapter activities.  The terms and conditions of the Chapter 
Affiliation Agreement are incorporated herein by this reference. 
 
Each chapter formed prior to August 1, 2011 must have at least one CSDA member in their 
membership at all times, including but not limited to the following chapters: Alameda, Butte, 
Contra Costa, Kern, Marin, Monterey, Orange (ISDOC), Placer, Sacramento, San Bernardino, 
San Diego, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara and Ventura. Such 
existing chapters may include as members: local organizations and businesses, districts and 
professionals who are not members of CSDA. 
 
New chapters formed after August 1, 2011, are required to have 100 percent of their special 
district members as current members of CSDA in order to be a chapter affiliate of CSDA.  Such 
chapters may include as members: local organizations/businesses and professionals who are 
not members of CSDA. 
 
Affiliated chapters shall be determined upon approval and execution of the Chapter Affiliation 
Agreement by the chapter and approval and ratification of the Chapter Affiliation Agreement by 
the CSDA Board of Directors. The chapters shall be required to provide updated membership 
lists to the CSDA at least annually or upon request by the President or CEO. 
 
No partnership or joint venture shall be established between CSDA and its affiliated chapters by 
reason of the provisions of these Bylaws or the Chapter Affiliation Agreement.   
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Section 3.  Rules, Regulations and Meetings: 
 
Each affiliated chapter shall adopt such rules and regulations, meeting place and times as the 
membership of such affiliated chapter may decide by majority vote.  Rules and regulations of 
the affiliated chapter shall not be inconsistent with the Articles of Incorporation or Bylaws of 
CSDA. 
 
 
Section 4.  Financing of Affiliated Chapters: 
 
No part of CSDA’s funds shall be used for the operation of the affiliate chapters.  CSDA is not 
responsible for the debts, obligations, acts or omissions of the affiliate chapters. 
 
 
Section 5.  Legislative Program Participation: 
 
Affiliate chapters may function as a forum regarding federal, state and local legislative issues.  
The chapters may assist CSDA in the distribution of information to their members. 
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ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS 
 
Section 1.  Amendment Proposals: 
 
Any regular voting member in good standing may propose changes to these Bylaws.  The 
proposed amendments shall be reviewed by the Board of Directors and submitted to the 
Election and Bylaws Committee for their study.  
 
After examination by the Election and Bylaws Committee and upon approval by the Board of 
Directors the amendment proposals may be submitted for vote at the Annual Business meeting 
of the members held by CSDA, at a specially called meeting, or by mail or electronic ballot. 
 
Section 2.  Amendment Membership Meeting: 
 
Prior notice in writing of the proposed amendments to these Bylaws shall be given either by first 
class mail or by electronic transmission by the Board of Directors to the regular voting members 
in good standing, not later than 45 days in advance of the amendment meeting pursuant to the 
provisions of Article II, Section 6.C of these Bylaws. The electronic notice shall include copies of 
the proposed amendments. 
 
Electronic copies of the proposed amendments shall also be available on the CSDA website for 
review by the regular voting members prior to the meeting.  Copies of the proposed 
amendments shall also be available for the regular voting members at the amendment 
membership meeting. 
 
The amendment membership meeting may be conducted as an electronic meeting pursuant to 
the provisions of Article II, Section 6.D of these Bylaws. 
  
Section 3.  Written Bylaw Amendment Ballot: 
 
The Board of Directors of CSDA may submit Bylaw amendments for approval of regular voting 
members by mail or electronic ballot rather than by means of an amendment membership 
meeting. 
 
When a written ballot is used to amend these Bylaws, the ballot shall include the text of all 
proposed Bylaw amendments the Board of Directors intends to present for vote by the 
members. Such written ballot shall contain the information specified in Article II, Section 6.F of 
these Bylaws and shall be distributed to regular voting members either by first class mail or by 
electronic transmission at least 45 days in advance of the date designated for return of the 
ballot.   
 
Written ballots shall be returned either by first class mail or by electronic communication to 
either the principal business address of CSDA or CSDA’s designated electronic format specified 
on the ballot prior to the close of business (5:00 pm) on the designated election date.  Written 
ballots received either by first class mail or electronic communication after the specified date 
shall not be counted and will be deemed invalid.  
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Section 4.  Bylaw Amendment Ratification: 
 

A. Membership Meeting:  
 
The proposed Bylaw amendments shall be deemed adopted by the members when the 
number of votes cast by regular voting members present at such membership meeting 
meets or exceeds the required quorum of 25 regular voting members, and the number of 
votes cast approving the Bylaw amendments constitutes a majority of votes cast, i.e., 
50% plus one of regular voting members casting ballots at such meeting. 
 
B. Mail or Electronic Ballot: 
 
The proposed Bylaw amendment/s shall be deemed adopted by a majority of the regular 
voting members by mail or electronic ballot when the provisions of Article II, Section 6.H 
of these Bylaws have been satisfied. 
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DATE: November 5, 2024

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Heather Dyer, CEO/General Manager

SUBJECT: Board Vacancy Due to the Passing of Vice President June Hayes

Staff Recommendation 

Provide direction to staff regarding the vacancy on the Board of Directors due to the passing of 

Vice President June Hayes.

Summary 

San Bernardino Valley has experienced an unexpected loss with the passing of Vice President 

June Hayes. In this time of sadness, it is also essential that the Agency identify the path 

regarding the Board vacancy to ensure continuity in governance. 

District Strategic Plan Application

The Agency remains committed to the Mission of working collaboratively to provide a reliable and 

sustainable water supply to support the changing needs of our region’s people and environment,

and the Board’s decision on how to handle the unexpected vacancy will reflect our mission and 

values.

Fiscal Impact

There is no fiscal impact with this item, however there may be additional costs to fill the vacancy 

based on direction from the Board.
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DATE:          November 5, 2024

TO: Board of Directors

SUBJECT:   List of Announcements

A. November 6, 2024, 8:30 a.m. – Upper SAR WIFA In-Person (Cancelled)

B. November 7, 2024, 2:00 p.m. – Board Workshop – Policy/Administration by 

Teleconference or In-Person

C. November 8, 2024, 10 a.m. – Agency Memorial for Director June Hayes 

D. November 11, 2024 – Agency Closed for Federal Holiday

E. November 12, 2024, 2:00 p.m. – Board Workshop – Resources/Engineering by 

Teleconference or In-Person

F. November 13, 2024, 8:30 a.m. – Upper SAR WIFA TAC In-Person (Cancelled)

G. November 13, 2024, 1:30 p.m. – SBVW Conservation District Board Meeting

H. November 18, 2024, 6:00 p.m. – ASBCSD meeting (Location: TBD)

I. November 19, 2024, 9:30 a.m. – SAWPA Commission Meeting by Teleconference 

or In-Person

J. November 19, 2024, 2:00 p.m. – Regular Board Meeting by Teleconference or In-

Person 

K. November 20, 2024, 8:30 a.m. – Upper SAR WIFA In-Person (Cancelled)

L. November 27, 2024, 8:30 a.m. – Upper SAR WIFA TAC In-Person (Cancelled)

M. November 28 - 29, 2024 – Agency closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
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